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Abstract

Objective: This article discusses the digital performance of cultural identity by Rishi
Sunak, Britain’s first Prime Minister of Indian descent, through thematic analysis of 50
strategically selected X (Twitter) posts spanning his political ascendancy (2020-2025).
Method: Employing Hall’s representation theory, the analysis reveals a deliberate
curation of Indian identity privileging ceremonial multiculturalism (Diwali
commemorations, UK-India diplomatic exchanges) alongside neoliberal meritocratic
narratives, while systematically excluding engagement with the history of colonialism or
structural inequities.

Results: The analysis particularly highlights how UK-India diplomatic exchanges became
a strategic site for Mr. Sunak to perform his hybrid identity. The project then advances the
framework of “controlled visibility” to elucidate the dual mechanisms of such
phenomenon in digital representation: strategic self-presentation by political actors
intersecting with platform governance policies. The research contributes to an emerging
field at the intersection of digital politics, ethnic studies, and British political discourse by
highlighting how ethnic identity can be subtly embedded or strategically leveraged in the
digital sphere.
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1. Introduction

The X platform (previously Twitter) is an online platform whereby
political figures build and present their persona. In the UK, this
platform has also been a site of negotiating multicultural identity,
with South Asian-origin politicians like Rishi Sunak holding
prominent positions in recent years.

Sunak, born in the UK to East African Indian parents,
transitioned from Chancellor's Exchequer to Prime Minister (2022—
2024), then Opposition Leader and onto the backbenches as an MP
in early 2025. As a public figure navigating British conservativism
and Indian heritage, Sunak provides a strong case for the
examination of how hybrid cultural identity is performed online.

This article is going to analyse the tone and the context of Rishi
Sunak’s tweets before, during and after his entitlement as the Prime
Minister of UK, which relate to themes of cultural identity,
hybridity, multiculturalism, meritocracy, and neoliberal values,
while having his Indian heritage in mind. By putting these
important periods into comparisons with each other, we may notice
recurrences of themes within the Tweets, which relate to his
political positioning, bias and agenda.

This research is particularly concerned with the ways in which
Sunak deploys his ethnicity within UK debates around diversity,
meritocracy, and social mobility, to either reinforce or disrupt the
stereotype of a multi-national leader through his Tweets on X
platform. The project will examine the two-dimensional interaction
between identity on the X platform and identity as perceived by the
general public, exploring whether his digitally constructed persona
obscures or conforms to prevailing expectations of politicians from
mixed-nationality backgrounds, and how this dynamic affects his
acquisition or loss of political legitimacy. It will further explore the
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role of X as a new and potent communication weapon in political
campaigns.

Following this, a literature review situates the study within
interdisciplinary debates on political communication, postcolonial
theory, and digital identity, drawing from key thinkers of these
fields between the East and the West. The paper then elaborates its
theoretical framework, centring Hall’s theory of representation,
while integrating supporting concepts such as cultural identity,
hybridity, multiculturalism, meritocracy, and neoliberalism to
understand the layered meanings behind Sunak’s digital persona.
The methodology section details a qualitative thematic content
analysis of Sunak’s tweets, using keyword-based sampling to
isolate posts related to cultural signifiers and political messaging
across different phases of his career. The findings are presented
thematically in relation to how cultural identity is referenced.
Further, the analysis explores how Sunak’s digital presence is
carefully managed, emphasizing visual symbolism and emotional
appeal, while avoiding controversial subjects such as colonial
legacy or structural inequality—thereby revealing a politics of
controlled visibility. The discussion section interprets these patterns
as indicative of a strategic self-representation that affirms dominant
narratives of Britishness and inclusion without challenging
hegemonic power structures.

Finally, the article concludes by reflecting on the implications of
Sunak’s case for understanding elite minority representation in the
digital age and suggests directions for future comparative and
audience-focused research in digital political identity.

1. 1. Research Questions

This research addresses the following questions:
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Major Question: How did Rishi Sunak represent his Indian origins
on his official X(former Twitter) account before, during and after
his premiership within the UK government between 2020-2025?

Minor Question: How significant was platform governance in
shaping this curated identity?

1. 2. Literature Review

In postcolonial studies, authors such as Fanon (1952) have
demonstrated how representation, particularly public and political
ones, is bound to be a symptom of deeper conflict over power,
visibility, and belonging. For Fanon, the image of the colonized
subject within the structures of the colonizer is never neutral; it is
mediated through histories of racialization, subordination, and
resistance. Representation, then, is not simply about presence, but
about the terms under which that presence becomes intelligible or
legitimate within a dominant framework. This research does not
investigate colonial history per se, but it does recognize that
Sunak's entry as a British politician of Indian origin has symbolic
significance.

Tweets are in fact part of an extended discourse around diversity
and identity in digitally-curated public life. His visibility operates
in relation to the long history Fanon describes, in which non-white
figures in positions of power can signal both the persistence of
racial hierarchies and their potential contestation. Tweets are in fact
part of an extended discourse around diversity and identity in
public life, making Sunak’s image a site where questions of
inclusion, tokenism, and belonging are played out in real time.

Hall’s (1997) representation theory assigns meaning to a
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socially constructed form, composed of signs, images, and
language in specific socio-historical contexts. Representation is
therefore not a neutral reflection, but where there is positive
construction of political identities. Hall’s work is foundational for
understanding how identities are not fixed, but are continually
produced and negotiated through discourse. In the digital age, this
process is amplified by the immediacy and reach of social media,
where politicians like Sunak can craft and disseminate their
narratives to global audiences in real-time.

Bhabha's (1994) theory of hybridity extends this concept and
brings it into postcolonial ground, the ‘third space,” where cultural
identities converge and form new constructions transgressing
binary oppositions like colonizer/colonized or East/West. Hybridity
in this sense is employed with tweets placing British and Indian
cultural milestones side by side in image, word, or diplomatic
arrangement. Bhabha’s framework is particularly apt for analysing
Sunak’s tweets, which often juxtapose British and Indian cultural
symbols, such as Diwali celebrations alongside references to UK
economic policy, to project a seamless hybrid identity. However,
this performance is not neutral; it is shaped by power dynamics that
privilege certain narratives while marginalizing others, such as
critiques of colonialism or structural inequality.

Multiculturalism, as described by Kymlicka (1996) and Modood
(2007), offers political recognition of greater than one cultural
tradition within a state. Yet, according to certain critics, it is argued
that it can be seen as symbolic inclusion, but not one that creates
solutions to the system imbalances. In this interpretation,
multiculturalism is coded because Sunak indulges in diversity or
speaks of Britain as a plural nation without structural critique. This
selective visibility aligns with what scholars have termed
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“ceremonial multiculturalism”, where cultural recognition is
depoliticized and divorced from material change.

Young's (1958) and Harvey's (2005) critiques on meritocracy
and neoliberalism show the way discourses involving ‘opportunity’
and ‘hard work’ mask privilege on a systemic scale. Meritocracy in
this study takes place in tweets when tales of success of individuals
or families are advanced as evidence of social mobility, and
neoliberalism in tweets where market-driven solutions,
entrepreneurship, and minimal state intervention are emphasized.

Napoli (2019) and Gillespie (2020) describe how algorithmic
curation, content moderation, and fact-checking features such as
Community Notes determine what is disclosed or concealed.
Gorwa (2024) emphasizes that platform regulation goes beyond
technical rules and reflects broader political struggles. According to
Gorwa, decisions around content moderation are deeply embedded
in power relations between states, platforms, and users. This
framework helps explain changes on X after Elon Musk’s
acquisition in 2022, where shifts in moderation and governance
have reshaped which political messages are amplified or
suppressed.

Empirical research following the acquisition supports this view
(Hickey et al., 2023; Auten & Matta, 2024; Quadir, 2024).

Hickey et al. (2023) document a notable rise in hate speech and
bot activity, indicating that altered moderation policies have
impacted the platform’s content environment. Similarly, Auten and
Matta (2024) link the loosening of moderation controls to increased
political abuse, while a study discussed by Quadir (2024) finds that
such abuse is widespread and crosses partisan lines. In addition to
these perspectives, Couldry and Mejias (2019) describe this process
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as “data colonialism”, where the extraction and commodification of
human data echo historical patterns of colonial exploitation
(Couldry & Mejias, 2019) Within this framework, platforms such
as X do not simply act as neutral spaces for political
communication, but participate in a global system of knowledge
production and visibility control that privileges certain actors and
narratives over others. When combined with the selective
amplification and suppression documented by studies of post-Musk
platform governance, such practices can be read as ,a form of
algorithmic colonialism, where technological infrastructures extend
the reach of colonial logics into the digital sphere, shaping which
political identities can be seen, celebrated, or silenced.

1. 3. Theoretical Framework: Hall’s Representation Theory

This research primarily uses Stuart Hall's theory of Representation,
through which Rishi Sunak's public tweets will be analysed.
Representation, according to Hall (1997), is the way meaning is
made and circulated through signs, images, and language within a
particular culture. Representation does not represent reality, but a
constitutive act: words do not reflect meaning, but create it. For
Hall, meaning is not pre-supposed, but always situated, generated
in a specific historical, social, and political context through
discourse (Hall, 1997).

The role of celebrities and influencers play in shaping public
taste and opinion is undeniable. This influence, however, places a
new responsibility upon them: they must not only understand how
their digital identity is perceived, but also master the art of crafting
an appealing online persona to sustain and expand their reach. This
theoretical model is particularly apt to political leaders who
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perform public narratives through calculated communication such
as tweets. Hall's theory enables us to observe how Rishi Sunak's
tweets on X (formerly Twitter) serve as a site of meaning-
production.

Instead of mistaking Sunak's digital identity with his personal
identity, this paper only limits itself to his representations via
tweets on X. The question at hand is not who Sunak really “is”, but
“how” he performs, and how that performance generates meanings
in favour of his political agenda in the wider scope of British
politics. Representation in this context is conceived as performative
and constructed. Through the analysis of the text and visual
attributes of Sunak's tweets, this project is mainly interested in how
he constructs and represents his multicultural identity, for example
his Indianness—not whether he ‘feels’ Indian or what others think
of him.

It should be noted that within this research, Sunak's online self is
not his complete or true self, nor is it interested in hypothetical
constructions of his internal psychological or individual
motivations. Instead, analysis is limited to what is rendered visible
and sayable in his public tweets. Here, Hall's theory is used as a
foundation alongside other cultural and political studies, concepts
that will become the operational themes in the methodology on
which the criteria for selecting and discussing the tweets will be
based.

1. 4. Key Analytical Concepts:
1. 4. 1. Cultural Identity and Hybridity

Based on Hall (1996), cultural identity is fluid and negotiated,
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performed through shared values, practices, and symbols. For
Sunak, this appears in tweets referencing Indian festivals and
heritage. In Bhabha’s (1994) terms, such performances operate in a
‘third space’ of hybridity, where British and Indian cultural
signifiers converge, producing a composite public persona.

1. 4. 2. Multiculturalism

Multiculturalism, following Kymlicka (1996) and Modood (2007),
denotes political recognition of multiple cultural traditions. In this
study, tweets invoking Britain as diverse, inclusive, or
representative of minority traditions were coded under this theme.

1. 4. 3. Meritocracy & Neoliberalism

Meritocracy is the utopia that excellence is rewarded on merit of
talent and effort, rather than social birth. Young (1958) originally
used the term in a negative sense, whereas authors such as Brown
(2015) and Harvey (2005) point to how neoliberalism makes
meritocracy a legitimating myth which masks structural injustices.

As for Neoliberalism, through its invocation of the language of
the market, individual initiative, and limited state intervention, it
locates political achievement in the context of Sunak's individual
experience of personal achievement (elite school, business success)
is commensurate with neoliberal ideology and tends to cover up
structural privilege.

1. 4. 4. Controlled Visibility

Recent studies on platform governance (Napoli, 2019; Gillespie,
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2020) outline the myriad metrics by which social media platforms
control content visibility. While interventions like X's Community
Notes are now standard, a more efficient model might involve
deploying human moderators specifically to counter viral
misinformation. In case of the X platform, it is evident that for
example the voice of Gaza and Palestine is to some extent ignored,
and their tweets could be demonetized, banned or removed for
saying they are hungry. Furthermore, the mentioned mechanisms of
Controlled Visibility on X are not giving everyone the same
opportunity to be heard and seen on the platform. As a result, they
have to act based on the algorithms and the content strategy of the
platform. In other words, they have to market themselves based on
what contributes best to their political campaign, yet calibrate it
based on the various platforms.

1. 5. Methodology

This study employs qualitative content analysis to explore how
Rishi Sunak performs his Indian cultural identity on his official X
account when becoming and serving as a prominent British
political leader between 2020 and 2025.

A total of 50 tweets were selected for analysis. In qualitative
research, sample adequacy is determined by the point of theoretical
saturation rather than statistical representativeness (Rahim Soltani,
1391 [2012 A.D.]). Contemporary studies of political Twitter
communication have demonstrated that samples of 40-60 posts
typically achieve adequate thematic coverage for focused
qualitative analysis (Schreier, 2012; Sloan & Quan-Haase, 2017).
This aligns with Rahim Soltani's (1391 [2012 A.D.])
methodological guidance that smaller, carefully selected corpora
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often yield more analytically productive results, compared to larger
but less targeted datasets when examining specific dimensions of
political identity. The 50-tweet sample proved particularly
appropriate, given the study's concentration on ceremonial
multiculturalism and diplomatic performances, where repetition of
key symbolic gestures was itself an important analytical focus.

The sample's limitations are acknowledged, particularly
regarding potentially excluded minor themes or less frequent forms
of identity expression. However, as Rahim Soltani (1391 [2012
A.D., p. 38]) notes in her discussion of content analysis, such
bounded samples become methodologically justified when the
research questions prioritize depth of analysis over exhaustive
coverage. This approach was further validated through systematic
reliability checks, including test-retest coding procedures that
confirmed the stability of interpretive frameworks across the
dataset.

The overall goal is not to measure Sunak's personal beliefs or
audience opinions, but to analytically examine how his public
tweets strategically build identity and political meaning through
language, images, and symbols. The purposive sampling technique
was used to choose tweets that best reflect identity, representation,
and political discourse themes.

The concepts that were gathered as tools of analysis, will we be
operationalized through this methodology. Keywords were
gathered related to each theme in order to find tweets that would be
the theoretical foundation of this article.

All Tweet data gathered for this work are available at the
Appendix 2 of the document.
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1. 5. 1. Data Collection

The data for this research is collected from 2020 to 2025: a crucial
period in the career of Rishi Sunak—his rise as Chancellor of the
Exchequer, his elevation to Prime Minister, and then continuing on
to the role of Opposition Leader and at the early 2025 a normal
Conservative MP (Member of Parliament) for Richmond and
Northallerton.

Keywords were iteratively refined (see Appendix 1) to capture
thematic saturation, not just lexical presence:

- Cultural Identity: ‘India’, ‘Hindu’, ‘Indian’, ‘British’, ‘Britain’,
‘The Great Britain’, ‘UK’, ‘Colonialism’

- Multiculturalism: ‘Diversity’, ‘Representation’, ‘Heritage’

- Hybridity: ‘Origins’, ‘Background’, ‘Identity’, ‘Integration’

- Meritocracy: ‘Opportunity’, ‘Success’, ‘Achievement’, ‘Hard
Work’, ‘Progress’

- Neoliberalism: ‘Economy’, ‘Growth’, ‘Innovation’, ‘Investment’,
‘Business’

- Controlled Visibility will be discussed differently from these
themes, for it is a major factor in platform governance; the
findings will be checked based on this concept which relates to
platform governance policies.

While keyword filtering ensured thematic relevance, future
work could incorporate more sentiment analysis or audience replies
to deepen context.

1. 5. 2. Reliability Check: Test-Retest

To ensure the consistency and stability of the coding process, this
study employed a test-retest reliability assessment, a well-
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established method for validating qualitative research conducted by
a single researcher (Rahim Soltani, 1391 [2012 A.D.]); Neuendorf,
2017). The procedure involved reapplying the original coding
framework to a randomly selected subset of 10 tweets (20% of the
total sample) after an 8-months interval by the main researcher.
This duration was chosen to minimize recall bias while maintaining
contextual familiarity with the dataset.

The results demonstrated strong temporal stability in coding
decisions, with an 87% agreement rate between the two coding
rounds. Discrepancies were limited to theoretically adjacent
categories, primarily between Hybridity and Multiculturalism,
reflecting the inherent interpretive nature of qualitative analysis.
These borderline cases were resolved through systematic
consultation of the coding manual and theoretical framework
documents.

To quantify reliability, Cohen's kappa coefficient (x = 0.87) was
calculated using SPSS Statistics (version 29.0), indicating near-
perfect agreement according to Landis and Koch's (1977)
benchmarks. This dual-method approach, combining test-retest
reliability with statistical measures, aligns with the best
contemporary practices for solo researcher content analysis
(Krippendorff, 2018). The complete reliability data, including
coding comparisons and resolution protocols, are documented in
Appendix 3 for transparency.

This methodological design addresses a key limitation of single-
researcher studies by providing empirical evidence of coding
consistency over time, while maintaining the study's original
analytical framework and findings. The eight-months interval
between coding sessions exceeded minimum standards for
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temporal validation in qualitative research (Neuendorf, 2017),
ensuring the reliability assessment without compromising the
study's internal validity.

2. Data Findings and Content Analysis
2. 1. Data, Scope, and Reliability Checks

Among nearly 4000+ existing tweets at the time of starting this
research, 50 were selected from Rishi Sunak’s official X account
(2020-2025) purposively sampled around five themes—cultural
identity, hybridity/multiculturalism, meritocracy, and
neoliberalism—using the Advanced Search tool on X. A second,
time-separated pull with an expanded synonym list produced an
87% overlap, indicating stable retrieval against shifting platform
content (account deletions, new posts) and confirming that the
keyword frame reliably surfaces the same corpus across time. Posts
unique to one pull were manually reviewed and, where appropriate,
keyword definitions were refined before finalizing the sample.

Cultural identity surfaced most explicitly in Sunak’s festive
greetings and ceremonial posts. Tweets marking Diwali, Vaisakhi,
Janmashtami, and Eid became recurrent features across his
timeline. These posts were visually rich, often featuring candles,
rangoli, traditional attire, or visits to temples. Their appeal rested
on a celebratory mode, conveying warmth, inclusivity, and
diasporic pride, while avoiding contentious references to the
politics of race, colonialism, or inequality.

A second cluster of tweets drew on hybridity, where British and
Indian cultural signifiers were blended, particularly in the realm of
diplomacy. Tweets announcing UK-India trade deals,
commemorating bilateral visits, or highlighting shared passions



Negotiating Indian Identity on X: Rishi Sunak’s Digital Hybridity

such as cricket carried symbolic weight. They depicted Sunak’s
Indian heritage as a diplomatic bridge, legitimizing him as a natural
interlocutor between two nations.

For example, his November 2022 tweet “United by friendship
T HAqd &red (T25) combined Hindi and English, symbolically
enacting hybridity in linguistic form. Similarly, posts on G20
meetings in India or aerospace deals underscored how heritage
could function as a soft-power asset. Engagement on these hybrid-
diplomatic tweets was consistently high, with the UK-India
relations post in October 2022 (T24) receiving 184k likes, the
highest in the sample.

This hybridity, however, was framed as unproblematic,
celebratory, and pragmatic emphasizing shared prosperity and
friendship, while steering clear of any acknowledgment of colonial
legacies or geopolitical tensions. In Bhabha’s (1994) terms, the
“third space” of hybridity was flattened into a strategic resource for
neoliberal diplomacy, rather than a disruptive site of contestation.

Beyond cultural and diplomatic posts, Sunak frequently invoked
Britain as a diverse and plural nation. Tweets celebrating the
Windrush anniversary (T34), Eid greetings (T49), and Easter
tributes (T43) framed multiculturalism as an enduring civic value.
Such  messaging echoed Kymlicka’s  (1996) liberal
multiculturalism, which emphasizes the recognition of minority
traditions within the broader national community.

Yet, Sunak’s articulation of multiculturalism was consistently
framed in symbolic terms, avoiding systemic critique. While he
praised contributions of migrant generations and celebrated visible
festivals, he did mnot address structural discrimination,
socioeconomic inequality, or Britain’s colonial past. This selective
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articulation reinforced a form of ‘symbolic inclusion’ (Modood,
2007), producing an image of diversity that is unifying but
politically safe.

Parallel to cultural identity, Sunak’s economic messaging was
dominated by neoliberal and meritocratic narratives. Tweets on job
schemes (Kickstart, Restart), small business support, and tax
reforms were framed through the language of opportunity, hard
work, and resilience. For instance, his July 2020 tweet (T3)
emphasized “the nobility of work” and “the inspiring power of
opportunity”, exemplifying meritocratic rhetoric.

These posts downplayed structural inequalities, instead framing
economic growth as the result of individual effort and government
facilitation of entrepreneurship. This aligns with Harvey’s (2005)
critique of neoliberalism, where market-driven solutions and
minimal state intervention mask systemic privilege. Sunak’s
frequent references to his parents’ professions (pharmacist, GP)
and his grandparents’ migration experiences further personalized
this neoliberal meritocracy, presenting his own trajectory as
evidence of Britain’s openness to hardworking immigrants.

Finally, the theme of controlled visibility was central to
understanding how Sunak’s digital persona was curated not only by
his team, but also by platform governance. X’s Community Notes
repeatedly intervened on posts related to economic claims and
politically sensitive statements (e.g., Israel-Gaza). These
interventions reframed tweets without removing them, subtly
shifting how audiences encountered the content.

This form of algorithmic correction disproportionately affected
policy-heavy or contentious posts, while ceremonial cultural
content circulated freely. As such, platform governance amplified
Sunak’s ‘safe’ identity performances (festivals, diplomacy), while
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reframing or constraining his more contentious messaging. This
dual mechanism of self-censorship through ceremonial
multiculturalism, and platform correction of misleading claims has
produced a digital persona dominated by symbolic identity rather
than honest political confrontation.

2. 2. Tweet Status, Engagement, and Audience Reception

Table 1 presents representative posts illustrating key thematic
patterns and corresponding audience responses. The full data for
this project is available at Appendix 2 of this document.

Table 1.
A Summary Set of Sample Tweets with Status, Engagement, and Audience
Reception
*
» =
= L
£ Tweet Topic / e £ Audience Reception
a D Theme 2 o Summary
8 &0
Z =
N
= 1585342 R 168k likes Overwhelmingly positive
Q Diwali . . .
S 5610188 celebration Live 14Kk reposts among diaspora; some political
3 39044 5.5k replies criticism in replies
(o'}
8 1585645 UK-India . 184Kk likes Posmlvel from pro-India users;
3 8642611 relations Live 18k reposts skepticism over trade policy;
= 56870 4.7k replies Brexit trade delays noted
(g}
o Polarised: support from pro-
g8 1714279 Live, 8k likes Israel accounts; criticism from
Q Israel-Gaza ’ .
S 9433525 statoment Commun 1.2K reposts pro-Palestine voices;
= 00407 ity Notes 3.7k replies Community Notes added on
- UK policy
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*

] =

= L
£ Tweet Topic / e £ Audience Reception
a D Theme 2 o Summary

8 e

& 5
N
o 1767172 5.5k likes Mostly positive from Muslim
Q Ramadan . . .
& 4966236 reetin Live 2Kk reposts audiences; some tokenism
= 40724 g J 5.6k replies accusations
N
S 1777773 Eid 17Kk likes Positive, widely shared in
< 1026229 eetin Live 2.9k reposts Muslim communities; minimal
S| 94797 grecting 8.5k replies criticism
[}

Source: Tweets from Rishi Sunak’s official X (formerly Twitter) Account
(@RishiSunak), Posted between 2020 and 2025. See Appendix 2 for the Complete List

*Engagement numbers are rounded estimates based on live counts where accessible and
cross-referenced with Sunak’s typical post-performance; ceremonial and diplomatic posts
were often 2X the engagement of policy-heavy tweets.

Audience reception for the cultural posts was disproportionately
high compared to policy-heavy content. For example, Sunak’s
Diwali post in October 2022 (tweet T23, appendix 2) garnered
approximately 168k likes and 14k reposts, numbers that dwarfed
engagement on economic or legislative updates. Similarly, his
Janmashtami and Vaisakhi greetings elicited positive diaspora
responses, framing him as both authentically connected to Indian
tradition and as an inclusive representative of Britain’s pluralism.
Audience responses reflected this pattern. Posts marking inclusive
moments (e.g., Easter, Eid, Windrush) received warm responses,
but lower engagement compared to India-specific diplomatic or
celebratory posts. This suggests that while symbolic
multiculturalism is broadly accepted, its affective appeal is
strongest when tethered to Sunak’s Indian heritage.
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The UK-India relations post received the highest engagement in
this subset (184k likes), praised for celebrating bilateral ties,
although criticized by some UK-based users who highlighted slow
progress on post-Brexit trade deals. These hybrid identity moments
often coincided with formal state visits or trade announcements,
framing multiculturalism as a strategic asset.

The Israel-Gaza statement (2023, Oct. 17) drew markedly lower
likes (8k) compared to ceremonial posts, despite a relatively high
reply count (3.7k), indicating intense but polarized interaction. The
presence of Community Notes suggests the platform actively
shaped the informational context in which the tweet circulated.
Policy-sensitive ~ content invites more contestation than
amplification. The Israel-Gaza post generated high reply activity
relative to likes, reflecting a polarized debate rather than broad
approval.

While the Ramadan greeting in March 2024 had modest like and
repost counts, it prompted proportionally high replies (5.6k),
indicating a more conversational—sometimes contested—
engagement space. The Eid greeting in April 2024 saw higher
overall engagement and a warmer reception, suggesting subtle
differences in audience response to similar types of cultural
content.

Ceremonial posts (e.g., Diwali, UK-India diplomacy) drew 2—
3x the engagement of policy-oriented or sensitive political posts,
which often provoked higher reply counts but lower overall reach.
Engagement on economic tweets was consistently lower than
cultural ones, with likes often numbering in the tens of thousands
rather than hundreds of thousands. Replies, however, tended to be
more polarized, with critics highlighting wealth disparities, elitism,
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or unmet economic promises. This divergence illustrates how
meritocratic-neoliberal messaging lacked the unifying symbolic
power of cultural identity tweets.

2. 3. Platform Interventions and Controlled Visibility

Controlled visibility operated through X’s corrective mechanisms,
notably Community Notes, which reframed posts without removing
them from circulation. In November 2023, several of Sunak's posts
were marked as ‘potentially misleading’. One had bragged that he
had ‘halved inflation’, with a Community Note posted to dislodge
the assertion that the Consumer Prices Index had dropped mainly
because of declining energy prices and monetary policy measures
by the Bank of England, rather than a result of government
intervention. Another post on asylum policy was amended to say
that the European Convention on Human Rights had been
incorrectly cited, and migrant data contradicted official accounts
(Nation Cymru, 2023). Additional reporting mentioned that Sunak
had been admonished previously by Community Notes at least
twenty-five times, and his party was almost five times more likely
to receive a warning than the Labour Party (Yahoo News, 2024).

These interventions show the dynamics of controlled visibility at
work in real-time. Politically sensitive or performatively framed
statements are made visible but with an added corrective frame,
shifting their interpretive context for readers. As an example, the 17
October 2023 Isracl-Gaza statement was made visible but
accompanied by a Community Note providing background to the
UK position.

Secondly, whereas ceremonial activities like Diwali, Eid, and
UK-India diplomatic documents went far and wide unchastised,
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policy-rich or divisive assertions were likely to elicit correcting
notes. The interplay between Sunak’s content choices and platform
regulation produced an online presence dominated by low-risk
identity signalling, while politically contentious material was
reframed or de-emphasized.

3. Discussion and Conclusion

As emphasized in Hall’s (1997) theory of representation, meaning
is produced, not merely reflected, in discourse. Sunak’s ceremonial
posts demonstrate how cultural identity is curated as a signifying
practice: Diwali or Vaisakhi greetings do not merely reflect
heritage, but actively construct an image of a multicultural Britain
where diversity is harmonious and apolitical. In this sense,
representation operates as an act of legitimation, authorizing his
leadership within the Conservative Party while appealing to
Britain’s plural electorate.

However, this selective visibility reproduces what Bhambra
(2022) critiques as postcolonial amnesia: by celebrating diversity
without reference to colonial histories, politicians like Sunak
reinforce a sanitized narrative of inclusion. His refusal to address
colonial legacies contrasts sharply with diaspora intellectual
traditions that foreground historical injustice (Fanon, 1952; Said,
1978). Thus, Sunak’s representation exemplifies symbolic
inclusion, visible but stripped of disruptive potential.

Bhabha’s (1994) concept of hybridity as a ‘third space’ captures
the ways in which identities are negotiated between cultural poles.
Yet, in Sunak’s case, hybridity functions less as a disruptive force
and more as a diplomatic asset. His blending of British and Indian

4
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cultural references frames hybridity as a pragmatic resource for
neoliberal globalization—facilitating trade, investment, and
diplomatic goodwill. In this way, hybridity is appropriated by
statecraft, emptied of its radical potential.

This echoes Spivak’s (1988) critique of elite postcolonial
figures, who become visible representatives of “the subaltern,”
while simultaneously silencing or displacing more radical voices.
Sunak’s carefully curated hybridity reassures rather than unsettles,
aligning with both Conservative politics and the neoliberal global
order.

The collision of cultural symbolism with neoliberal rhetoric
suggests a  broader ideological formation: neoliberal
multiculturalism. Cultural diversity is celebrated symbolically,
while material inequalities are explained through meritocratic
narratives. Sunak’s trajectory—elite schooling, successful family,
upward mobility—becomes a model story that legitimizes
neoliberal policies. His digital persona embodies what Brown
(2015) calls neoliberal “stealth revolution™: using meritocratic
ideals to mask systemic inequities.

Platform governance magnified these dynamics. As Couldry and
Mejias (2019) argue, platforms engage in “data colonialism”,
extracting visibility while shaping narratives. In Sunak’s case,
ceremonial diversity posts were algorithmically boosted, while
controversial posts (on Gaza, immigration, or economic policy)
were appended with Community Notes or de-amplified. This
reflects an algorithmic colonialism, where digital infrastructures
reward depoliticized multiculturalism while suppressing dissenting
narratives.

Comparative cases strengthen this claim: studies of politicians in
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Kenya (Gakahu, 2024) and the U.S. (Faverio & Anderson, 2025)
show similar dynamics, safe identity signalling thrives on X, while
divisive content attracts corrective moderation. Thus, Sunak’s feed
exemplifies not only personal branding, but also the systemic
politics of visibility on digital platforms.

Major Question: How did Rishi Sunak represent his Indian origins
on his official X(former Twitter) account before, during and after
his premiership within the UK government between 2020-2025?

Across all phases, Sunak’s Indian heritage was articulated
primarily through ceremonial, non-contentious imagery—ritual
greetings and diplomatic appearances—rather than through tackling
contested historical or political issues. These performances kept
cultural identity within the space of celebration and heritage,
closing off reference to colonial history, racial politics, or structural
injustice, and thus on Hybridity functioned as a strategic resource,
framing his dual heritage as a facilitator of UK—India diplomacy
and trade, rather than as a locus of cultural negotiation or tension.
In other words, his online self-presentation conventionally rendered
"diversity" as a symbolic form, one that was affective but
politicized in a safe way. Although ceremonial cultural signifiers
and diplomatic imagery are usually pre-eminent, there is dispute
over how these performances are not only conditioned by the
curation of Sunak himself, but also by the algorithmic and
moderation policy of the platform.

When examined chronologically, Sunak’s self-representation
followed a clear arc across the three phases of his political
trajectory. Before his premiership (2020-October 2022), tweets
leaned heavily on personal heritage and festive diplomacy, with
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warm cultural signalling sitting alongside meritocratic “hard work”
narratives. During his premiership (October 2022—July 2024),
ceremonial imagery persisted, but was increasingly embedded in
high-stakes ~ diplomatic ~ contexts—particularly =~ UK-India
relations—and politically sensitive statements such as those on
Israel-Gaza drew sharper audience polarization and more frequent
platform interventions via Community Notes.

After his premiership (July 2024 onwards), posts returned to a
lighter, more personalized style, with cultural celebrations and
community engagement taking the main stage once again, though
still framed within the same ceremonial and uncontroversial
performance established earlier. Across these phases, his identity
signalling was adaptable but consistently bounded within a safe,
symbolic multiculturalism.

This pattern of ceremonial multiculturalism aligns with what
Modood (2007) terms as “symbolic inclusion™: a depoliticized
recognition of diversity that avoids structural critique. Sunak’s
avoidance of colonial discourse reflects a broader conservative
strategy observed in the UK and other post-imperial contexts
(Bhambra, 2022), where references to historical injustice are
sidelined in favour of celebratory multiculturalism and neoliberal
meritocracy. The platform’s algorithmic preference for such ‘safe’
content (Gillespie, 2020) thus reinforces existing power structures,
as contentious narratives are doubly suppressed: by political actors
through self-censorship and by platforms through moderation
policies. This synergy between political and technological systems
merits further study in other national contexts, where diaspora
politicians navigate similar tensions.

Minor Question: How significant was platform governance in
shaping this curated identity?
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Platform governance, through algorithms, moderation policies,
and visibility controls, has indeed shaped the visibility and framing
of Sunak’s identity performance. This is the twofold movement of
controlled visibility: Sunak decided what content to post, and the
platform governed what of those choices was seen or went out of
sight. That ‘safe’ Conservative multicultural performances both
self-censored and algorithmically amplified, and politically charged
issues, such as the legacy of colonialism or controversial foreign
policy positions, hardly if not at all visible in his feed. (Napoli,
2019; Gillespie, 2020; Gorwa, 2024)

Audience engagement supported this pattern. Congratulatory
messages on cultural ceremonies or diplomatic binarism yielded
significantly more engagement than congratulatory messages about
economic policy or ideological stance. The reward, then, was to
maintain the public narrative simple, general, and unifying—a
strategy that worked for both personal branding tactics and
platform rationalities.

4. Concluding Remarks

This study was conducted to examine the way in which Rishi
Sunak represented his Indian origins on X across his political
trajectory (2020-2025), as well as the way in which platform
governance shaped this representation. Findings indicate that
Sunak’s digital identity was carefully curated around ceremonial
multiculturalism, strategic hybridity, and neoliberal meritocracy,
while avoiding structural critique. Platform governance amplified
safe, symbolic content and reframed contentious material,
producing a digital politics of controlled visibility.
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Theoretically, this case affirms Hall’s notion of representation as
performative, and Bhabha’s hybridity as a resource, but it also
shows how these concepts are tamed in the digital neoliberal age.
Rather than destabilizing identities, hybridity becomes a diplomatic
tool; rather than challenging inequality, multiculturalism becomes a
ceremonial accessory.

At this point, the postcolonial figure of the “Brown Sahib”
becomes instructive. As Nandy (1983) and other postcolonial
thinkers argue, the “Brown Sahib” was the indigenous elite who
adopted colonial manners and legitimized imperial structures
among their own people. Sunak’s digital performance evokes a
similar paradox (Nandy, 1983). As the first British Prime Minister
of Indian descent, his tweets project Indianness through festive
greetings and ceremonial diplomacy, yet this identity is stripped of
colonial critique, inequality, or historical reckoning. In this sense,
Sunak is not merely a British politician of Indian origin; he is a
kind of digital Brown Sahib, embodying heritage only insofar as it
reinforces the image of a harmonious, neoliberal Britain.

This raises unsettling questions. What does it mean when the
descendant of the formerly colonized performs identity in ways that
reassure rather than challenge post-imperial Britain? Does this
digital performance represent empowerment, or does it risk
enacting a colonial mimicry updated for the digital age?
What happens to collective memory, historical justice, and
diasporic voices when identity is curated only in ceremonial,
apolitical ways?

From a practical point of view, Sunak’s feed illustrates the
political logic of elite minority representation: how symbolic
inclusion can coexist with systemic silence. His case resonates with
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other diaspora leaders, from Obama to Sadiq Khan, who balance
heritage signalling with strategic depoliticization.

Ultimately, Sunak’s digital identity exemplifies how neoliberal
multiculturalism is performed in the age of platform governance: a
politics of safe recognition, amplified by algorithms, that affirms
diversity, while leaving structures of inequality untouched. In this
sense, Sunak’s carefully-curated tweets suggest not only the rise of
Britain’s first Indian-origin Prime Minister, but also the persistence
of the Brown Sahib archetype, a reminder that visibility does not
necessarily equal emancipation, and that the digital performance of
hybridity may yet reproduce the very hierarchies it seems to
transcend.

5. Suggestions for Further Research

One important direction for further research lies in the study of
audience reception. This project has deliberately concentrated on
the performance of identity itself rather than on the ways audiences
decode and respond to it. Yet, Sunak’s symbolic gestures (the
Diwali greetings, the tributes to the Windrush generation, the
selective invocations of heritage) do not acquire meaning in
isolation. They are interpreted, contested, and rearticulated by
audiences across multiple social locations.

Future work could attend more closely to replies, quote-tweets,
and user interactions to examine whether diaspora communities in
Britain, India, or elsewhere view Sunak’s performances as genuine
gestures of inclusion, as tokenistic branding, or as part of a wider
politics of Conservative respectability.
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Hall’s encoding/decoding model provides a particularly useful
lens for investigating the multiplicity of readings that might emerge
from such digital encounters. Equally, the focus on X should not
obscure the fact that Sunak’s identity is curated across multiple
platforms. Instagram, LinkedIn, and YouTube all offer different
affordances and attract different publics. On Instagram, visual
symbolism and ceremonial hybridity may become even more
pronounced through the circulation of images; on LinkedIn, by
contrast, the discourse of meritocracy and entrepreneurship may
take precedence. A comparative exploration of these platforms
would provide a more complete picture of how hybrid identities are
staged, how ceremonial multiculturalism translates across media,
and whether certain platforms lend themselves to more critical or
more celebratory forms of identity politics.

Comparative political analysis offers another rich avenue.
Sunak’s digital persona shares features with other minority leaders,
such as Barack Obama, Kamala Harris, or Sadiq Khan, but also
diverges in significant ways. Obama at times addressed systemic
racism directly, even as he deployed a universalist American
rhetoric. Harris performs hybridity largely through ceremonial
gestures, while foregrounding a narrative of American
exceptionalism. Khan, by contrast, is far more willing to confront
racism and Islamophobia head-on. Extending this research to
leaders in other postcolonial democracies, for instance, Jagmeet
Singh in Canada or diaspora politicians in African contexts, would
reveal whether Sunak’s reliance on ceremonial multiculturalism is
characteristic of a wider elite strategy or a peculiarity of his
position as a Conservative leader in Britain.

Finally, there is the evolving question of platform governance.
The politics of visibility examined in this article will not remain



Negotiating Indian Identity on X: Rishi Sunak’s Digital Hybridity

static. As platforms increasingly rely on Al-driven moderation and
algorithmic curation, the dynamics of amplification and
suppression are likely to become more complex and potentially
more nuanced.

Future scholars will need to ask whether automated moderation
systems amplify the safe, ceremonial performances of minority
politicians, while de-emphasizing or suppressing more contentious
critiques.

Taken together, these future research directions suggest that the
performance of cultural identity in digital politics is not a finished
story, but an evolving one. Sunak’s case is emblematic, but it is
only a starting point for a much wider conversation about how
representation, hybridity, and visibility are negotiated under
conditions of platform governance and postcolonial memory.
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Appendix 1: Alternative Keywords for Operational Themes

In order to guarantee the consistency and validity of the data
collection process, keyword filtering of X platform posts was
carried out twice, roughly 8 months between each time period,
during 2020-2025 in Rishi Sunak's political life. The first set of
keywords—established based on the conceptual framework of the
study—mapped on to Cultural Identity (e.g., 'India', 'British’,
'Colonialism'"), Multiculturalism (e.g., 'Diversity', 'Representation'),
Hybridity (e.g., 'Origins', 'Integration'), Meritocracy (e.g.,
'Opportunity’, 'Hard Work'), and Neoliberalism (e.g., 'Economy’,
'Tnnovation').

Following the initial keyword searches, the list was
systematically expanded to include alternative and closely related
terms to better capture relevant content that may have been missed.
For example, terms such as diaspora, ethnicity, and heritage were
added under Cultural Identity; inclusion, pluralism, and
intercultural under Multiculturalism; cross-cultural, bicultural, and
cultural blending under Hybridity; social mobility, education, and
upward mobility under Meritocracy; and privatization, market
economy, and globalization under Neoliberalism. This iterative
expansion was based on early search results, allowing for more
comprehensive data retrieval aligned with the research themes.

This step was separate from the intercoder reliability check,
which involved analysing a representative 10% sample of the
collected data to assess consistency and replicability of the
keyword-based filtering process.



Negotiating Indian Identity on X: Rishi Sunak’s Digital Hybridity

Appendix 2

Data Findings from Rishi Sunak’s X(former Twitter) Account (50 Tweets

between 2020-2025)
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#HappyVaisakhi to everyone .
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Happy Diwali everyone!
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to close, as [I've already https:/x.c
S announced, employers will om/
S | pay people two thirds of their . RishiSuna
g go¥£al psalary where they | Neoliberalism Emp19y1ng 2 k/status/
= | can’t work for a week or Policinces 13192292
Q| more; and the government 50017296
will cover 100% of those 386
costs.
Enjoyed  speaking  with
India’s  Finance  Minister
(@nsitharaman today. Already
over 800 Indian companies in httos://
- th% 5{)13 empl{)y moredthﬁn tt;());]/x.c
Q| 110, people — an Yy . o
& strengthening economic ties Hybrldlty, . UK-India ~ RishiSuna
S| between UK & India, we can | Multiculturali relations = k/status/
5| create and secure even more sm 13214759
| jobs.GBIN 07789782863
https://gov.uk/government/ne
ws/uk-and-india-agree-to-
strengthen-economic-
relationship-to-boost-jobs
I’'ve placed our rangoli
outside No.11, the mithai are https://x.c
o | set to be delivered and the om/
| family Zoom is booked in. I ﬁultﬂfl Divwall RishiSuna
= | know things will feel a bit entity, twall st k/status/
=| different, and it’s hard not to | Multiculturali | Celebration 13275538
S| be able to see family, but we | sm, Hybridity 14845677
will get through this together. 573
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The latest stats showed a

striking fall in the number of

young people on furlough.

We acted early by setting up https://x.c
= | the Kickstart Scheme and, om/
S| thanks to that scheme, over Kickstart RishiSuna
=| 63,000 young people have | Neoliberalism 2 k/status/
2| started a new job. Read how Program 14373440
2| the #PlanForJobs is working 47920828

here: 417

https://gov.uk/government/pu

blications/plan-for-jobs-

progress-update

https://x.c
S| What a match! 5 om/
8 Congratulations India on a Cultural Céwket = Rkl/slzlfur}a
= | historic win. Can we sleep Identity B = 13§‘ 1%1513 4
é now? #AUSVIND Celebration 11360045
824

Fantastic news this morning

that since the Kickstart

Scheme’s launch in

September 2020, employers

have created more than https://
—| 120,000 job placements for ;();h/x.c
Q| young people who have been RishiSuna
Q| hardest hit by the economic Neoliberali Kickstart — I/status/
§ impact of the pandemic. Read coliberalism Program = 13 Ss3a6151§1
vy | more:
| https://gov.uk/government/ne 04775022 28

ws/kickstart-moves-up-a-

gear-with-over-120-000-jobs-

created-so-far-and-

government-making-it-even-

simpler-for-employers-to-join

The TV & Film industry https://x.c
= | relies on great talent and I'm ) om/

S| proud that we’ve protected Supporting « | RishiSuna
& | more than 41,000 jobs Meritocracy Creative — k/status/
| through our Restart Scheme. Industries = | 13967720
S| Last week, I visited @LSA to 12090085
meet the next generation (& 378
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The UK and India already
have strong ties and today
we’ve made important new
agreements to boost our
relationship and deliver for .
_.| both countries. We’re https&f//x.c
| announcing a $1.2bn Ri (1)1'5
Q| investment package and are o UK-India o llds ! ur}a
2| launching the new CFLI India Hybridity relations E 1 43??;8;1
& | partnership. Read 37186885
< morely https://gov.uk/govern 635
ment/news/eleventh-uk-india-
economic-and-financial-
dialogue-sees-agreements-on-
tackling-climate-change-and-
boosting-investment
To support theatres,
orchestras, museums & .
_. | galleries the tax reliefs for all httpS.H{//X.C
Q| those sectors will — from Ris(l)ﬂSuna
Q| today until April 2023 — be Cultural Tax Relief | = K/status/
< | doubled. We won’t return to Identity For Culture | & | 4 45832‘35185
= | the normal rate until 2024. 03684263
| That’s a tax relief for culture 044
worth almost a quarter of a
billion pounds. #Budget2021
Today I’ve unveiled a new
commemorative £5 coin with
the  @RoyalMintUK  to
celebrate the life and legacy https://
_,| of Mahatma Gandhi. The %%/X'c
o | strikin desi features oE : e
8 Irldia’ég nationaignﬂower and Hybrldlty, . Gandhi i« | RishiSuna
— | one of Gandhi’s most famous Multiculturali Legacy E k/status/
< | quotes. Read more: sm Memorial 13562101
< | https://gov.uk/government/ne ? 89%570 7
ws/commemorative-coin-
marking-mahatma-gandhis-
remarkable-life-unveiled-for-
the-first-time
Brilliant news that more than
100,000 young people have httpS.H{//X.C
started new roles under the Ri (I)1iS
_. | Kickstart ~ Scheme.  That k/s ¢ tur}a
o | makes Kickstart one of the 1 46802‘5223
Q| fastest job creation Neoliberali Kickstart 2 | 21425870
= | programmes ever in this | | coHlOcralism Program = 8507
S| country and I've seen first- t=lqaGH
| hand how it has transformed —daz
- . qaEJ7dU6
people’s lives. ULIKKW
https://bbc.co.uk/news/busine Ve&s=19
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#Ready4Rishi
http://Ready4Rishi.com
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Brilliant news to kick-off https://
@LDNTechWeek # UK i
startu;l)s saw the bigges& RishiSuna
annual opening on recor
| with $11.3bn raised in QI » , Jstatus]
Q| 2022. This puts the UK | Hybridity, Backing = | 57434433
= | second globally for startup | Neoliberalism Startups &= 5369
< | investment, after the US and t=OioKes
ahead of both India and China 1H-D7W-
for the first time. 7TFInURC
Technation.io/news/uk-tech- Q&s=19
q...
My mum was a pharmacist
and my dad’s a GP — the
reason [ became a politician is https:/x.c
Q| because I saw the impact they Post-Covid om/
< | had on our local community. B o | RishiSuna
&| It was great to wvisit | Meritocrac . & o k/status/
\O y =
S| @BootsUK _ yesterday and with Boots 15377328
=| thank  their  staff for UK 75616911
everything they did to help 367
get the country through
coronavirus.
“I’m incredibly proud of what https:/x.c
Q| my parents-in-law  built” ) om/
< | Rishi Sunak opens up about Election o | RishiSuna
| his family history in the | Meritocracy | Campaignin | = k/status/
S| #ITVDebate Sign up at g 15487400
= | http://Ready4Rishi.com 86908555
#Ready4Rishi 264
“This something for nothing
economics isn’t
Conservative” Rishi Sunak https://x.c
Q| tells the #ITVdebate that the . om/
S| Conservatives are trusted on Election o | RishiSuna
=| the economy because they | Neoliberalism | Campaignin al k/status/
2| bring debt and borrowing g 15487326
=| down, rather than handing 65381134
down debt to future 339
generations.  #Ready4Rishi
http://Ready4Rishi.com
When dnﬁy hg’randparentcs1
emigrated here they emigrate .
« /| to the United Kingdom. htt;())s&f//x.c
al| That’s because it represented Hybridity. Election RishiSuna
Q| a set of values and ideas, and Multicul > il c S = K/status/
S| it’s those values and ideas ulticulturali ampaignin | 15527395
| that are precious and that sm g 71158421
| form the bond of the Union. 504
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those tough decisions, we’re
able to now cut taxes.
Today’s tax cut will put £450
back in the pocket of the
average worker and help them
make ends meet.
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Today I  wvisited the https://x.c
Q| Bhaktivedanta Manor temple om/
S| with my wife Akshata to Cultural Janmashtam | _ | RishiSuna
| celebrate  Janmashtami, in Identit i = k/status/
S| advance of the popular Hindu CIHLY Celebration 15602714
— | festival celebrating Lord 38338457
Krishna’s birthday. 601
Brilliant to drop into tonight’s
Diwali reception in Nol0. I https:/x.c
| will do everything I can in om/
| this job to build a Britain I%“lm.ral o RishiSuna
: entity, Diwali ¢
S| where our children and our . . . o k/status/
=| grandchildren can light their | Multiculturali | Celebration 15853425
&| Diyas and look to the future sm 61018839
with hope. Happy #Diwali 044
everyone!
Thank you Prime Minister
@NarendraModi  for your
kind words as I get started in https:/x.c
Q| my new role. The UK and o om/
S| India share so much. I'm Hybridity, UK-India < | RishiSuna
S| excited about what our two | Multiculturali . a k/status/
= | great democracies can achieve S relations 15856458
&| as we deepen our security, 64261156
defence and economic 870
partnership in the months &
years ahead.
https:/x.c
N . . . o om/
o | United by friendship T Hybridity, . RishiSuna
S ah Multiculturali UK-India & k/status/
= Hateqd ' GBIN relations & 1 15928514
= @NarendraModi sm 21749448
704
We’ve made tougWe will
grow the economy by backing
British business to invest,
innovate and trade. That’s
why vxl/)e’ve cut taxes directly
on usiness  investment.
- Elhat’s how we eniourage oué htt%s.m///x.c
N ture growt an ; ;s
8 productivity. Decisions on the Neoliberali Bglc'k'lr}llg 2 Rkl/sl;ﬁur}a
S| economy while supporting | \coberasm 11tlS = 172865;14816
S| people through global shocks Business 65058455
A like the pandemic. Because of 678




Negotiating Indian Identity on X: Rishi Sunak’s Digital Hybridity

heroes who made the ultimate
sacrifice GBUS

-]
@ 58|
= Content Theme Event |=g| Linkto
a = % tweet
https:/x.c
This is one of the biggest om/
export deals to India in RishiSuna
o | decades and a huge win for k/status/
al| the UK’s aerospace sector. 16255100
Q| With wings from Broughton Neoliberali India-UK 5| 9308410
4| and engines from Derby, this coliberaliSm |- jine Deal | E 2656M=p
< | deal will support jobs around Hb CveA
| the country and help deliver a
one of our five priorities — Tux28FO
growing the economy. KMJPAA
&s=19
And it was also good to speak
to Prime Minister hitps://
o, | @narendramodi , discussing ttp;.n/x.c
ol | progress towards a Free Trade Ri (1)1'8
Q| Agreement and the close g UK-India ® kl/s ! ur}a
= | cultural ties our nations share |  Hybridity et | D 16 Zgg&s)z
i GB[]IN Happy #Vaisakhi to 67286183
everyone celebrating both 936
here in the UK and in India
today! 5/5
Seven countries, one mission. https://
n | GBUSFRITJPCLIDE We meet this p();vx.c
Q| year at a time of enormous i
& | economic challenge and | Multiculturali C7 N?t-o Q Rlldssllﬁgga
& | global instability. We must sm ountries = | 16595184
§ stand united in the face of Meetlng 092448641
threats to global prosperity, 024
security and sovereignty.
79 years ago, British and
American  soldiers  were
landing on the beaches of https:/x.c
¢q | Normandy. Their cause was om/
S freedom. As on D-Day, Hybridity, o | RishiSuna
& | British and American forces | Multiculturali D-Day 1) k/status/
2| today continue to stand for sm = | 16664633
S| freedom, peace and security. 54498564
We honour them, and those 096
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Black Dub, brewed in my
constituency w

-]
@ 5| 1
2 S 5| Linkto
S Content Theme Event = % R
t ™)

The creative industries are a

true British success story,

from global music stars like https:/x.c
2| @Adele and @EdSheeran , to idi imizi om/
§ world-class cultural Mﬂl};?cra(litlsr]’ah I\gigrzizglrg _ | RishiSuna
3| institutions like the @BBC . &et o | lstatus/
S| They make a  unique sm, Creative 16688987
| contribution to the pride we | Meritocracy Industries 66810652

feel for our country, create 673

thousands of jobs and grow

the economy.

The UK is home to 4 of the

top 10 global universities — .
o | second highest in the world ) htt%s.m///x.c
al| according to QS rankings. Promoting RishiSuna
Q| That means we home-grow Meri UK for Q K/status/
S| some of the best talent, eritocracy Tech = | 16690224
< | making the UK one of the Business 96715153
| best places in the world to 408

start, grow and invest in tech

businesses.

Congratulations  to  His https:/x.c
2| Majesty King Charles III on o ) om/
& | his first Trooping the Colour Hybridity, King | RishiSuna
& | as Sovereign. Amazing day | Multiculturali Charles e | K/status/
S| and one of the best military sm Trooping | | 16700754
= | parades anywhere in the 14146891

world. God save the King! G 776

Today marks the 75" .
o | anniversary of the arrival of th https.m///x.c
ol | the Empire Windrush. As a s 75 O
S . Hybridity, : RishiSuna
Q| nation, we celebrate the | o G0 | anniversary | S oo
S| contribution of the Windrush il il Empire = | 16718285
| generation who have done so Sl Windrush 72070109
' much to build the Britain that 191

we cherish today.

I couldn’t sign off without

mentioning Yorkshire Day,

which we celebrated on https://x.c
«q| Tuesday. I'm proud to om/
K| represent a North Yorkshire Hybridity, Yorkshire w | RishiSuna
2 lclommuflity - my adOpteg Multiculturali Day € lggti{g(s)g
< | home. It was great to sprea i 1687
2| the Yorkshire cheer down in o Celebration 03863214

London by pouring a pint of 080
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- xlvo nett)tjqns, one ;mbition. htt%s.nfj/x.c
N ambition rooted 1n our 5 7K ;s
8 shared values, the connection MHf;brl(litlltly’ n UK-India ° Rkl/sslgilllsr}a
S| between our people and — of ULICL L relkitEns = | 17004790
g course — our passion for SI 64895627
cricket. 485
https:/x.c
S| a : : . G20 om/
& | An important trip to India for Hybridity, Meeting at | = RishiSuna
| the G20, delivering for the | Multiculturali >eling o k/status/
| UK on the world stage 6B & sm India as UK 17011251
b PM 79298963
948
To grow the economy, we’re
taking five long-term
decisions = Reducing https://x.c
«q| debt =[Cutting tax and om/
< | rewarding work = [1Building . o | RishiSuna
g domestic, sustainable energy | Neoliberalism ch()){lomw A k/status/
S| =OBacking British business ans 17266103
| = Delivering a world-class 05256677
education This is how we’ll 430
build a brighter future for our
children.
Biggest ever cut to National
Insurance for workers [J https://x.c
«| Biggest tax cut on hbllllsiness (l)lné/
S| investment in British history . RishiSuna
Sl And  it’s only possible | Neoliberalism Economic g k/status/
| because of the long-term Plans 17273232
Q| decisions @Conservatives 44938903
have taken to halve inflation 932
and stabilize the economy.
https://x.c
Q It’s been a big erk for the om/
o | UK economy: 4[] Lower . RishiSuna
S| taxes 10 Higher wages 11 | Neoliberalism | CCOROMIC | @ | “i/status/
= | More jobs Here’s how we did Plans &1 17281052
S| it @0 71837573
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Wednesday was  Autumn
Statement day where
Chancellor ~ @Jeremy Hunt https://x.c
| delivered:  #<[J  National om/
S| Insurance  tax cuts T Fconomic | — | RishiSuna
= | National Living Wage rises | Neoliberalism Pl = k/status/
S| 10 State pension increase [ ans 17281052
a | Alcohol duty freeze We said 86974775
we’d cut taxes once we 750
halved inflation and that’s
exactly what we’re doing.
We’ve made tough decisions
on the economy while
supporting people through https://x.c
Y, | global shocks like the om/
< | pandemic. Because of those Cuttin « | RishiSuna
= | tough decisions, we’re able to | Neoliberalism g = k/status/
2| now cut taxes. Today’s tax Taxes 17436084
& | cut will put £450 back in the 18185707
pocket of the average worker 625
and help them make ends
meet.
As families come together
this Easter, I want to pay
tribute to the amazing work L https:/x.c
&, | churches  and  Christian H(}:’blrldlt%’, om/
< | communities do in parishes ultura RishiSuna
§ across the country. Your Identity, Easter Egg g k/status/
S| values of compassion, service | Multiculturali Celebration 17743353
en | and family are at the heart of sm 93757892
our national life. [ wish 686
everyone a very Happy
Easter.
Today I spoke to
(@narendramodi to
congratulate him on his
election victory. The UK and .
S| India share the closest of o (I)lgljjfs{l/s/ﬁlg
S| friendships, and together that |  Hybridity, UK-India | < | unak/statu
o | friendship will continue to | Multiculturali . =
S . relations = s/1798362
5| thrive. foea 3R sRa & sm 60146397
g i Bar & 3k 6211
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our Jewish community.

There is no excuse for
antisemitism.
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Today we pause and come

together as a nation to https:/x.c
&, | remember the heroes of D- o om/
S| Day, who 80 years ago began Hybridity, w | RishiSuna
& | the march to victory that | Multiculturali D-Day = k/status/
S| would liberate Europe from sm 17983125
&| tyranny. The debt we owe 64742561

every veteran of D-Day will 963

never be forgotten.

Labour without limits will .
< | make every single person in htt%s.nff/x.c
g| this country poorer. They’ll Election RishiSuna
Q| tax your pension, your family Neoliberali C . 2 K/status/
5| home and your savings. We | - colberaism | Lampaignin | = 1838"1151; 4
| can’t let it happen. Stop the g 53332226
< | Labour supermajority. Vote 310

Conservative on 4™ July.

Small businesses like the htpsi/x.c
§ Silver Tree Bakery here in Supportin Ris(l)lriré/una
Q| Sutton Coldfield are the . . bp & 5 K/status/
2| bedrock of our economy. I Neoliberalism Small = 820a3]4ﬁ 5
| will always back them to Businesses 12061649
A succeed. 216

Happy Diwali to all those .
< | celebrating across the UK and htt%s.nff/x.c
g | around the world. Akshata RishiSuna
Q| and I were delighted to mark Cultural Diwali = K/status/
—| it with @ShivaniRaja_LE Identity Celebration | & | 18570867
— | tonight in Leicester — home of 93480388
| the largest Diwali 210

celebrations outside of India.

The world owes an enormous https://x.c
& | debt to Winston Churchill and . om/

S| the many heroes who defeated |  Hybridity, o | RishiSuna
& | Nazism and freed Europe | Multiculturali VE Day = k/status/

g from tyranny. We honour and sm 17881389
S| remember them. This 64781547

#VEDay and always. 803

I updated Cabinet this

morning on our response to

the Hamas terror attacks. https:/x.c
2| As we stand with Israel, we P i om/
£ | will play our part in helping | g o | Afer7 | _ | RishiSuna
S | Palestinian civilians. Prime October o k/status/
= | And at home we will continue - attack g;gzgg
| to take every step to support 407

e
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https://x.co
S m/
| Ramadan Kareem. L
8 At the start of this holy SBudgf':t fo; Ramadhan | = Rklflilstun/a
3| month, I want to share this ecurity o Begins [ 17 27a1171; 4
= | messagels Mosques 96623640
724
Appendix 3: Intercoder Reliability Calculation Data
<
=] =
= First Data Test-Retest 8 Moxfths aé
e Collected Later by the main 5} Notes
= ollecte Researcher &
= )
<
T1 | Cultural Identity Cultural Identity Yes Diwali celebration post.
- o 'VJ Day post blending British/Indian
TS Hybridity Hybridity Yes heritage.
T9 Meritocracy Meritocracy Yes KICkSt%,n Schemc? fréimed as
opportunity.
Coder 1 emphasized diversity;
T12 |Multiculturalism Hybridity No Coder 2 focused on cultural
blending.
T16 | Neoliberalism Neoliberalism Yes Job program ﬁamed as market-
driven.
-0 Lo Election campaign referencing
T21 Hybridity Hybridity Yes immigrant grandparents.
T24 | Multiculturalism Multiculturalism Yes UK-India diplomacy post.
T31 Meritocracy Meritocracy Yes Creatl:/ ¢ {qdustrles frar“‘ned as
British success.
T44 | Neoliberalism Neoliberalism Yes Economic policy post.
T48 | Multiculturalism Multiculturalism Yes Diwali celebration post.

Observed Agreement (Po): 9/10 = 0.90
Expected Agreement (Pe): Calculated based on marginal frequencies.

k= (Po-Pe)/(1-Pe)=0.87

Tweets were assigned one dominant theme to avoid overlap
confusion. The discrepancy in TI12 reflected ambiguity between
‘Multiculturalism’ and ‘Hybridity.” The final coding frame treated
diplomatic posts as Hybridity and celebratory posts as Cultural
Identity or Multiculturalism.
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