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Abstract

The increasing expense of healthcare creates substantial difficulties for individuals,
especially those from disadvantaged economic backgrounds who frequently encounter
obstacles in obtaining prompt and adequate medical treatment. This study investigates
how artificial intelligence could revolutionize healthcare by reducing these disparities and
controlling costs. Al-powered medical services—such as remote consultations, diagnostic
aids, and customized health advice—possess the ability to make healthcare information
more widely accessible and improve early detection of preventable diseases. These
technologies offer scalable, cost-effective solutions to bridge gaps in healthcare delivery,
especially in underserved communities. However, the paper also examines the potential
downsides of Al health systems, such as privacy concerns, biases in Al algorithms, and
the risk of over-reliance on automated systems at the expense of human oversight. Despite
these challenges, we argue that the integration of Al into healthcare is not only inevitable,
but essential for the future of global health. Rather than dismissing these innovations,
efforts should focus on developing ethical frameworks, robust governance, and equitable

distribution mechanisms to maximize their benefits.
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1. Introduction

Al is revolutionizing healthcare, addressing critical challenges such
as affordability and access while driving substantial market growth.
A Deloitte survey reveals that 53% of consumers believe
generative Al can enhance healthcare access, while 46% see it as a
solution to lowering costs for ordinary Americans. The Al
healthcare market has expanded significantly, growing 1,779%
from $1.1 billion in 2016 to $22.4 billion in 2023, with projections
reaching $208.2 billion by 2030. This surge reflects its global
appeal, with the U.S. leading the market, generating $11.8 billion
in 2023, and projected to reach $102.2 billion by 2030 (AIPRM,
2024). China shows the highest projected revenue growth at 42.5%,
signaling widespread adoption. Clinicians in regions like South
America already recognize Al’s transformative potential, with 64%
stating it aids in decision-making. However, challenges remain, as
60% of patients express discomfort with Al reliance, highlighting
the need for trust-building initiatives. Despite ethical and
regulatory concerns, Al's trajectory signals an inevitable shift in
healthcare's landscape, poised to improve outcomes and enhance
efficiency worldwide (AIPRM, 2024).

At its core, Al offers unprecedented opportunities to dismantle
traditional barriers, particularly those related to socio-economic
inequities. The rising costs of healthcare globally exacerbate the
accessibility gap and leave millions unable to afford timely and
quality medical interventions. Al is a potential equalizer,
introducing tools and systems capable of bridging these divides
with efficiency and scalability. However, addressing these
challenges requires more than technological innovation; it also
demands attention to psychological and societal factors.
Psychological factors, such as personality traits, play a significant
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role in social incompatibility, often leading to social and
organizational challenges. Preventive measures, including
education and behavioral interventions, are essential to address the
underlying causes of these issues and foster healthier societal and
organizational integration (Jamali et al, 1401 [2022 A.D.]). By
integrating these insights into Al-driven healthcare systems,
stakeholders can ensure that technology not only bridges access
gaps, but also addresses the broader psychological and societal
factors that influence health outcomes.

Artificial intelligence is making crucial contributions to
healthcare through personalized and predictive medicine, adapting
treatments according to individual patient information. These
innovations prove especially valuable for economically
disadvantaged groups who often struggle to obtain regular,
specialized medical attention. Al-enabled virtual health aides and
remote diagnostic systems facilitate early disease identification,
helping avoid costly emergency interventions later. Additionally,
the growing availability of mobile health apps expands these
advantages further, allowing remote and marginalized populations
to receive medical guidance regardless of location or income level
(Johnson et al., 2021).

However, the adoption of Al in healthcare is not without its
complexities. The integration of these technologies into existing
systems raises critical questions about ethical governance,
algorithmic transparency, and the risk of perpetuating biases
inherent in training data. For example, if Al systems are trained on
datasets that inadequately represent diverse populations, the
resulting models could inadvertently reinforce health disparities
rather than alleviate them. Addressing these challenges requires a
robust commitment to inclusivity during the development and
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deployment phases, ensuring that the benefits of Al-driven
solutions are equitably distributed across demographic and socio-
economic spectra.

Beyond addressing disparities, Al holds the promise of
revolutionizing clinical workflows and administrative tasks, areas
that traditionally contribute to the inefficiencies and high costs of
healthcare delivery. Automated systems for patient scheduling,
billing, and record management not only reduce operational
expenses, but also allow healthcare professionals to focus on
patient care. In addition, Al-assisted tools in radiology, pathology,
and genomics have demonstrated remarkable accuracy in
diagnosing conditions, often outperforming human counterparts.
These innovations streamline diagnostic processes, reducing the
likelihood of errors, while optimizing treatment timelines—a
crucial factor in improving health outcomes (Zeb et al., 2024).

Despite these advancements, there is considerable resistance to
fully embracing Al in healthcare, stemming largely from societal
mistrust and fears about the dehumanization of medical care.
Surveys indicate that many patients express discomfort with Al's
growing prominence in healthcare, perceiving it as a threat to the
empathetic and interpersonal aspects of medical practice. Similar
concerns arise in digital spaces, where Nosraty et al. (2021) found
that social media fosters anxiety and self-image struggles due to
algorithmic influence. This risk mirrors a broader pattern: studies
demonstrate that technological systems actively reshape
fundamental human behaviors and social norms—including how
trust is formed and relationships are valued (Arsalani et al., 2024).
In healthcare, where human connection is therapeutic, Al adoption
must therefore include safeguards to preserve these irreplaceable
elements. If Al in healthcare is not implemented thoughtfully, it
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risks creating similar psychological challenges for patients. This
apprehension underscores the importance of maintaining a patient-
centered approach, where Al serves as an augmentation rather than
a replacement for human expertise. By fostering collaborative
models that integrate Al's analytical capabilities with clinicians'
experiential knowledge, the healthcare sector can assuage public
concerns and build confidence in these systems.

Ho et al. (2023) investigated the acceptance of emotional
artificial intelligence technologies within Japan’s healthcare
system, motivated by the country’s aging population and an
anticipated shortage of nearly half a million healthcare workers by
2025. While these technologies aim to alleviate strain on the
healthcare system, societal acceptance is influenced by cultural
norms and traditional institutional practices. Their study analyzed
data from a cross-sectional survey of 245 clinic visitors in a
suburban Japanese area using multiple linear regression. Results
indicated that familiarity with emotional Al was positively
correlated with acceptance in both private (B = 0.346, p < 0.001)
and public (B = 0.297, p < 0.001) healthcare settings. Conversely,
fear of losing control to Al was negatively associated with attitudes
toward emotional Al in private (B = —0.262, p = 0.002) and public
(B = —0.188, p = 0.044) contexts. Notably, concerns related to
privacy and discrimination were not significant predictors of
acceptance, a finding that diverges from existing literature.
Demographically, the researchers say, older, male participants
expressed more negative perceptions of emotional Al.

Furthermore, the economic implications of Al adoption warrant
critical examination. While Al-driven solutions have the potential
to reduce long-term healthcare costs, the initial investment in
technology infrastructure, staff training, and system integration can
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be prohibitively high for some institutions, particularly in resource-
constrained settings. This raises the risk of creating a two-tiered
healthcare =~ system, = where  affluent  regions  benefit
disproportionately from Al advancements while others are left
behind. Research shows that new technological achievements don't
just transform industries - they reshape fundamental human
behaviors and expectations through persistent digital exposure
(Nosrati et al, 2023). In healthcare, this means Al could
inadvertently alter patients' most personal health decisions and care
expectations. To counteract this, governments and international
organizations must prioritize policies that incentivize equitable
access to Al technologies, such as subsidies, public-private
partnerships, and global funding initiatives.

Another area of contention lies in the realm of data security and
patient privacy. The reliance of Al systems on vast amounts of
personal health data introduces vulnerabilities that, if not
adequately managed, could lead to breaches with severe
consequences. Ensuring the confidentiality and integrity of patient
data requires not only technological safeguards, but also stringent
regulatory frameworks that enforce compliance and accountability.
Just as Soroori Sarabi et al. (2023) warn that IT modernization can
introduce cybersecurity vulnerabilities if not carefully managed,
Al-driven healthcare systems must be implemented with a clear
risk mitigation strategy to prevent breaches and operational
failures. In this context, fostering public trust becomes paramount,
necessitating transparent communication about how Al systems
operate and the measures in place to protect sensitive information.

Williamson and Prybutok (2024) reviewed the ethical, legal, and
technological challenges associated with integrating artificial
intelligence in healthcare, with a primary focus on patient privacy,
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decision-making autonomy, and data integrity. Their paper
critically analyzed methods for preserving patient confidentiality,
emphasizing Differential Privacy, encryption, and mixed-model
approaches as pivotal techniques to balance privacy protection with
the utility of healthcare data. The review explored the complexities
of harmonizing advanced technologies, such as blockchain, with
existing regulations, including the General Data Protection
Regulation (GDPR), highlighting the importance of informed
consent and patient rights. Algorithmic bias in healthcare was
identified as a significant issue, necessitating effective detection
and mitigation strategies to ensure equitable patient outcomes and
foster trust in Al-driven systems. The authors underscored the role
of decentralized data sharing, regulatory frameworks, and patient
agency in shaping the ethical deployment of Al in healthcare. The
review advocated for an interdisciplinary, multi-stakeholder
approach to Al governance, emphasizing responsive oversight
mechanisms to align Al applications with ethical principles and
prioritize patient-centered outcomes. The authors concluded that a
balanced approach to privacy and progress is essential for
achieving responsible and equitable advancements in Al-driven
healthcare. Later in this article, we will also delve deeper into the
ethical dimensions of incorporating Al in healthcare industry.

The global Al healthcare market continues its rapid growth—
projected to increase from $32.3 billion in 2024 to a remarkable
sum of $208.2 billion by 2030—and it is clear that these
technologies are becoming essential to the future of medical
practice. The United States currently dominates the market, with
China and other emerging economies showing notable growth
trajectories. These developments underscore the necessity of
international cooperation in setting standards and sharing best
practices to ensure that Al's impact is universally advantageous.
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Mamasoliev (2024) analyzed the impact of Al on economic
growth in the United States and its global competitiveness. The
study aimed to measure the relationship between Al adoption
across various industries—including healthcare—and key
economic metrics such as GDP growth, productivity, and
innovation rates. Employing a mixed-methods strategy, the
research combined quantitative analysis of economic reports,
industry data, and Al investment trends with qualitative findings
from expert interviews and case studies showcasing successful Al
implementations.

Mamasoliev’s (2024) research found that AI adoption has a
substantial positive effect on productivity and innovation in a
country’s healthcare system, supporting sustained GDP growth.
The study identified sectors such as manufacturing, healthcare, and
finance as particularly receptive to Al integration, with
improvements in efficiency and cost savings driving economic
benefits. Additionally, the research emphasized the role of strategic
investments in Al as a key factor in maintaining global
competitiveness, particularly in light of growing international
rivalry from nations with strong Al policies and innovation
ecosystems.

The author stressed the importance of continued support for Al
research, workforce development, and infrastructure to optimize
economic returns. Policy recommendations included promoting
public-private partnerships and adjusting regulatory frameworks to
balance innovation with ethical and societal concerns. These
measures, the study concluded, are crucial for sustaining the United
States’ position in the global Al landscape.

Al's role in healthcare transcends mere technological
advancement, signaling a fundamental transformation in the
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conception, provision, and experience of medical services. While
this transition presents significant challenges - including ethical
concerns and systemic disparities - these obstacles can be
overcome through deliberate policy formulation, collaborative
stakeholder involvement, and a dedicated focus on equity. Within
an Al-enhanced healthcare framework, priority must consistently
be given to improving health outcomes for all populations, with
special attention to groups traditionally underserved by
conventional systems. This approach positions Al as a practical
tool for achieving healthcare democratization.

2. The Role of Al in Democratizing Healthcare

Al is transforming the healthcare sector by bridging gaps that have
historically marginalized underserved populations. However,
elderly populations, as a group with greater needs compared to
others in society, require particular attention. They often encounter
unique challenges in adopting digital tools, stemming from
cognitive limitations and socio-economic barriers. To ensure
equitable access, Al-driven healthcare solutions must integrate
tailored education programs designed to address these specific
obstacles (Sakhaei et al., 2024). This transformation is particularly
critical in addressing socio-economic inequities and geographic
barriers that limit access to timely and quality healthcare. By
leveraging Al technologies, stakeholders in healthcare can enhance
accessibility, improve health outcomes, and empower communities
that have traditionally been left behind in medical advancements.
Al offers scalable solutions that can address the lack of healthcare
resources in underserved regions. Virtual health assistants,
chatbots, and Al-driven telemedicine platforms are particularly
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impactful in rural areas and low-income urban settings. These
technologies allow patients to access medical advice and
preliminary diagnostics without the need for in-person visits, which
are often prohibitively expensive or logistically challenging. For
instance, Al systems can provide symptom analysis and
recommend next steps, significantly reducing the reliance on
physical healthcare facilities for basic medical inquiries (Rubeis et
al., 2022).

In resource-constrained regions, Al helps bridge gaps caused by
shortages of trained medical personnel. Al-powered diagnostic
systems demonstrate proficiency in interpreting radiological
images—including X-rays and CT scans—achieving accuracy rates
that match or surpass those of human experts. This technological
capacity enables primary care facilities to provide sophisticated
diagnostic services independently of specialist availability, thereby
expanding equitable access to precision medicine (Zeb et al., 2024).

The scalability of Al solutions is one of their most significant
advantages in democratizing healthcare. Traditional healthcare
delivery models are often constrained by the high costs associated
with building infrastructure, hiring skilled personnel, and
maintaining operations. Al-driven tools, however, can operate at a
fraction of the cost, offering a sustainable alternative. Predictive
analytics, for example, allows healthcare systems to anticipate
patient needs and allocate resources efficiently, reducing waste and
lowering costs (Gowda et al., 2024).

Al's ability to automate routine tasks also alleviates
administrative burdens in healthcare facilities, freeing up resources
to focus on direct patient care. For example, automated scheduling
systems and electronic health record management minimize human
intervention in administrative processes, reducing operational
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inefficiencies and making healthcare more affordable for both
providers and patients. Al technologies empower patients by
offering personalized healthcare experiences. Yet, true
democratization requires more than technological access—it
demands Al literacy frameworks that equip users to interpret,
question, and effectively utilize these tools, mirroring broader
findings about the interdependence of technical competency and
critical engagement in Al systems (Khodabin et al., 2022). Mobile
health applications and wearable devices equipped with Al can
monitor vital signs, track chronic conditions, and provide real-time
health recommendations tailored to individual needs. User
engagement strategies, such as gamification mechanics, can further
enhance the effectiveness of Al-powered healthcare applications.
Features like badges, rewards, and progress tracking motivate
patients to adopt healthier behaviors and adhere to treatment plans.
By making health management more interactive and engaging,
these strategies complement AI’s ability to deliver personalized
recommendations, ultimately improving patient outcomes (Bagheri
et al., 1401 [2023 A.D.]). The experience of the COVID-19
pandemic demonstrated the potential of remote solutions,
paralleling Al's role in telemedicine and virtual healthcare delivery,
which expand access to underserved populations and reduce
geographic barriers. However, challenges including infrastructure
limitations and accessibility issues should be considered, as shown
in remote education during COVID-19 (Mohammadi & Kharazmi,
2021). Similarly, virtual education—especially when framed as
part of a holistic learning approach—has been shown to foster
environmental awareness, social responsibility, and equitable
access, even in geographically or culturally isolated communities
(Dastyar et al., 2023).
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This personalization is especially beneficial for patients in
remote areas who may lack regular access to medical professionals.
With Al-driven insights, individuals can take a proactive role in
managing their health, reducing the risk of complications and
improving overall well-being (Taimoor & Rehman, 2021).

Furthermore, AI enhances patient education by delivering
customized health information that is culturally and linguistically
appropriate. Much like global communication has been shown to
raise public awareness and shape environmentally responsible
behaviors (Mousavi & Dariush, 2019), Al-powered communication
tools can similarly influence health literacy and promote informed,
responsible health practices. This helps overcome communication
barriers and ensures that patients from diverse backgrounds can
make informed decisions about their care. By fostering greater
engagement, Al contributes to improved health literacy and
adherence to medical advice.

Artificial intelligence demonstrates significant potential for
mitigating systemic healthcare disparities through its capacity to
detect and rectify inequities in service delivery. Machine learning
algorithms, when trained on comprehensive and diverse datasets,
can reveal systemic patterns of discrimination or inadequate care
provision within current healthcare systems. These insights
empower health policymakers to develop precisely targeted
interventions addressing the fundamental drivers of health
disparities.

Despite its promise, the deployment of Al in healthcare must be
approached cautiously to avoid unintended consequences. One of
the primary challenges is algorithmic bias, which arises when Al
systems are trained on datasets that fail to represent diverse
populations. Such biases can perpetuate existing disparities rather
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than eliminate them. Studies show that internalized cultural biases
can also pose significant challenges in this process, as
demonstrated in studies of self-perception within the Iranian
society. These deeply embedded cultural prejudices risk being
reinforced by Al models, potentially perpetuating, rather than
resolving systemic biases (Sabbar et al., 2023). To ensure equitable
outcomes, developers must prioritize diversity in data collection
and validation processes.

Another critical issue is the digital divide, as access to Al-driven
healthcare solutions often depends on internet connectivity and
digital literacy. In rural and low-income areas, limited access to
technology can exclude vulnerable populations from the benefits of
Al. Bridging this gap requires investments in infrastructure,
education, and outreach to ensure that AI technologies are
accessible to all. Moreover, data privacy and security concerns
must be addressed to build trust in Al systems. Vulnerable
populations are often hesitant to share personal health information
due to fears of misuse or exploitation. Robust regulatory
frameworks and transparent communication are essential to
alleviate these concerns and encourage widespread adoption.

The democratization of healthcare through Al is a collective
effort that requires collaboration among governments, private
organizations, non-profits, and local communities. Public-private
partnerships can play a pivotal role in funding and deploying Al
technologies in  underserved regions. Non-governmental
organizations can serve as intermediaries, ensuring that Al
solutions are culturally appropriate and aligned with the needs of
target populations. This approach aligns with the concept of
glocalization, where global innovations merge with local contexts
to create meaningful diversity rather than uniformity. By
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combining global Al advancements with local adaptations,
healthcare systems can better address disparities, while respecting
cultural and socio-economic nuances of different communities
(Sabbar & Dalvand, 2018). This balanced approach ensures that Al
solutions remain both globally innovative and locally relevant,
maximizing their impact in diverse healthcare settings.

Involving communities in the design and implementation of Al
initiatives is crucial for their success. By engaging local
stakeholders, developers can gain insights into the specific
challenges and preferences of the populations they aim to serve.
This participatory approach fosters trust and ensures that Al
technologies are effectively integrated into existing healthcare
systems. Just as lifestyle changes driven by modernity have
significantly altered residential architectures and domestic life
patterns in urban settings (Darvish et al., 2019), shifts in societal
values, individualization, and changing expectations around
privacy can similarly impact how individuals engage with Al
healthcare systems.

Al’s contribution to healthcare democratization transcends
enhancing access and cost-efficiency; it embodies a transformative
shift toward inclusive, patient-centric care delivery. Through AI’s
analytical and operational capacities, healthcare systems can
dismantle longstanding structural barriers, paving the way for
universal access to high-quality medical services—irrespective of
socioeconomic or geographic constraints (Bjerring & Busch, 2021).

3. Benefits of Al for Underserved Communities

As mentioned earlier in this paper, Al provides a unique
opportunity to address systemic gaps in healthcare delivery,
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particularly in underserved communities that face persistent
barriers, such as limited access to medical infrastructure,
affordability constraints, and shortages of skilled healthcare
workers. One of the most pressing issues in underserved
communities is the lack of proximity to healthcare facilities. Al-
powered telemedicine platforms and virtual health assistants bridge
this gap by enabling remote consultations and real-time health
monitoring. These technologies are especially beneficial in rural or
geographically isolated areas, where physical healthcare facilities
may be hours or even days away. With Al, patients can receive
medical advice, preliminary diagnoses, and even chronic disease
management support without leaving their homes, dramatically
reducing travel costs and time burdens (Fernandes, 2022).

Additionally, mobile health units equipped with Al diagnostic
tools can bring healthcare services directly to these regions. Such
units use Al to rapidly process medical data, such as blood tests or
imaging scans, enabling immediate feedback and follow-up care.
This model ensures that critical healthcare services reach
populations that would otherwise remain excluded from the formal
healthcare system.

Cost is a significant impediment to healthcare access in
underserved communities. Al offers cost-saving solutions by
automating routine tasks, optimizing resource allocation, and
supporting early intervention strategies. For example, Al systems
can predict disease outbreaks and optimize the distribution of
limited medical supplies, ensuring that interventions are both
timely and efficient. This prevents costly last-minute emergency
responses and reduces the financial strain on healthcare systems.

Moreover, Al-driven predictive analytics can identify patients at
high risk of developing chronic conditions, allowing for preventive
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measures that reduce the long-term costs of care. Preventing
advanced-stage illnesses not only lowers individual medical
expenses, but also alleviates the broader economic burden on
community health systems, freeing up resources for more
comprehensive care (Bauskar et al., 2022).

Underserved communities often lack sufficient healthcare
professionals, leaving many residents without access to essential
services. Al serves as a force multiplier for existing healthcare
workers, enabling them to manage larger caseloads without
compromising quality. Al tools assist with diagnostics, treatment
recommendations, and workflow optimization, empowering less-
experienced community health workers to deliver care that aligns
with best practices. For example, Al-based decision-support
systems guide health workers through complex cases, flagging
potential ~ complications and  suggesting evidence-based
interventions. This reduces reliance on scarce specialists, while
ensuring patients receive competent care. In remote settings, Al
canact as a virtual specialist, offering second opinions or
validating diagnoses, thereby increasing confidence in treatment
decisions.

Preventive care is a critical, yet underutilized strategy in
underserved areas, where limited resources often focus on acute
and emergency care. Al enables a shift from reactive to proactive
healthcare models by leveraging data analytics to identify trends
and anticipate needs. Wearable devices and mobile health apps
track real-time health metrics, such as blood pressure or glucose
levels, providing actionable insights to users and healthcare
providers. This allows patients to address potential health issues
before they escalate into costly and life-threatening conditions
(Dogheim & Hussain, 2023).
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In addition to individual-level monitoring, Al can analyze
community-level health data to identify patterns and prioritize
public health interventions. For instance, machine learning
algorithms can pinpoint areas at risk of disease outbreaks, guiding
vaccination campaigns or health education initiatives tailored to
specific needs. Through its emphasis on preventive care, Al
alleviates pressure on overwhelmed healthcare systems and
enhances community health results. Availability of medical
services is frequently limited by poor health understanding in
disadvantaged communities, where people may not possess
sufficient awareness to comprehend treatment recommendations or
manage intricate healthcare processes. Research in organizational
settings demonstrates that structured literacy programs can
significantly enhance critical evaluation skills and system
navigation capabilities (Arsalani et al., 2025). Al-powered tools
address this issue by delivering tailored, culturally appropriate
health education in multiple languages and formats. In an era where
social networks have become an inseparable part of daily life, they
hold significant potential for positive use in education, which can,
in turn, improve social health. Studies of social network usage
patterns demonstrate that while certain types of digital engagement
may negatively affect social health, educational and knowledge-
sharing activities can have a profoundly positive impact on social
health outcomes (Zamani et al., 2021). For instance, Al chatbots
can engage patients in their native languages, simplifying medical
concepts and answering common questions about symptoms,
treatments, and preventive care (Dunn & Hazzard, 2019).

This personalized approach not only enhances understanding,
but also builds trust between patients and healthcare providers,
encouraging greater engagement with available services. When
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patients feel empowered with knowledge, they are more likely to
adhere to treatment plans and adopt healthy behaviors, contributing
to improved long-term outcomes.

Underserved communities often suffer from systemic inequities,
such as unequal access to resources and discriminatory practices in
healthcare delivery. Al helps address these disparities by providing
objective, data-driven insights that guide equitable decision-
making. For example, algorithms trained on diverse datasets can
detect patterns of neglect or discrimination, enabling policymakers
to implement corrective measures.

Al also facilitates an equitable distribution of healthcare
resources. By analyzing demographic, geographic, and
socioeconomic data, predictive models can highlight underserved
areas most in need of intervention. This ensures that healthcare
programs and funding are directed where they can have the greatest
impact, closing gaps in care delivery.

Al supports the development of sustainable healthcare systems
by improving operational efficiency and reducing waste. In
underserved regions, where resources are often scarce, this
efficiency 1is crucial for maintaining service delivery. Al
streamlines processes such as inventory management, patient
scheduling, and staff allocation, ensuring that healthcare facilities
operate smoothly even under constrained conditions. Furthermore,
Al fosters collaboration across sectors, enabling governments, non-
profits, and private organizations to coordinate efforts in
underserved areas. However, we should note that there are some
workplace wellness programs that complement Al's role in this
regard. These programs emphasize physical and mental health,
demonstrate how health-oriented interventions can enhance
efficiency, and reduce costs. By mitigating risks such as burnout



Using Al to Enhance Health: A Global Perpective

and absenteeism, these programs align with Al's potential to
improve healthcare outcomes through predictive and preventive
care, ensuring that both organizational and patient needs are met
effectively (Zamani et al., 2025).

4. Challenges and Risks of AI Integration

The integration of AI in healthcare presents transformative
opportunities, yet it also brings forth significant challenges and
risks. These complexities must be addressed to ensure that Al
enhances healthcare delivery without inadvertently exacerbating
existing issues or creating new ones. This section explores the
multifaceted risks associated with Al in healthcare, emphasizing
areas such as data privacy, algorithmic bias, regulatory hurdles, and
the potential dehumanization of care.

One of the most critical challenges in Al integration is
algorithmic bias, which arises when Al models are trained on
datasets that inadequately represent diverse populations. As
mentioned earlier, healthcare data often reflect existing societal
disparities, such as wunequal access to care or systemic
discrimination against marginalized groups. As a result, Al systems
may reinforce these inequities rather than mitigating them. For
example, diagnostic algorithms trained on predominantly
Caucasian datasets may fail to accurately detect conditions in
patients with darker skin tones, perpetuating disparities in health
outcomes. Studies in specific cultural contexts have shown how
societal pressures around physical appearance can lead to
significant mental health challenges, highlighting the importance of
considering cultural and psychological impacts in healthcare
delivery systems (Nosraty et al., 2020).
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To combat algorithmic bias, developers must prioritize diversity
and inclusivity in data collection and model training. Additionally,
rigorous testing and validation processes should be implemented to
ensure that Al systems perform equitably across all demographic
groups. This requires collaboration among technologists, healthcare
professionals, and policymakers to create standards and guidelines
that address bias at every stage of the Al lifecycle.

The study by Agarwal et al. (2023) examines the intersection of
Al and machine learning (ML) with health disparities, focusing on
the challenges of algorithmic bias in healthcare applications. The
authors highlight the potential for AI/ML technologies to either
mitigate or exacerbate health inequities, particularly racial
disparities. They synthesize multidisciplinary research to develop a
four-step analytical framework for the design and deployment of
AI/ML algorithms in healthcare. This framework identifies key
stages where biases can emerge, including data collection, model
development, validation, and deployment. The authors emphasize
methods for identifying and mitigating bias at each step, such as
equitable data sampling and inclusive algorithmic design.
Additionally, they outline actionable recommendations to promote
fairness and equity in AI/ML practices, underscoring the
importance of transparency, accountability, and continuous
evaluation of deployed models.

Al systems rely heavily on vast amounts of sensitive health data
to function effectively. This dependence raises significant concerns
about data privacy and security, particularly as healthcare data
breaches become increasingly common. Unauthorized access to
personal health information can lead to severe consequences,
including identity theft, discrimination, and loss of trust in
healthcare institutions.
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Moreover, the use of Al introduces complexities in data
management, as these systems often require integration across
multiple platforms and stakeholders. Ensuring data security in such
a fragmented landscape is a formidable challenge. Robust
encryption techniques, secure data-sharing protocols, and
adherence to data protection regulations such as the General Data
Protection Regulation (GDPR) are essential to safeguard patient
information.

Fostering transparency is equally important. Patients must be
informed about how their data is collected, stored, and utilized by
Al systems. Clear communication and obtaining informed consent
are critical for building trust and encouraging acceptance of Al-
driven healthcare solutions.

Keshta (2022) explores the security and privacy challenges
associated with Al-driven Internet of Things (AlloT) systems in the
context of smart healthcare. The study highlights the transformative
potential of AlloT technologies, such as Multiple Sensorial Media
(MulSeMedia) systems and cloud-based solutions, which have
garnered significant interest from stakeholders across healthcare
sectors. Employing a qualitative research design, the study
synthesizes insights from secondary sources to identify and analyze
key issues. Findings reveal that the rapid proliferation of AlloT
devices and sensors has introduced complex security vulnerabilities
and heightened privacy concerns. These include risks associated
with data breaches, unauthorized access, and inadequate encryption
protocols. To address these challenges, the study recommends the
development of standardized architectural frameworks that
encompass clear interface definitions and robust data models,
ensuring enhanced user security and privacy protections.

713

Journal of WORLD SOCIOPOLITICAL STUDIES | Vol. 9 | No. 4 | Autumn 2025



714

Journal of WORLD SOCIOPOLITICAL STUDIES | Vol. 9 | No. 4 | Autumn 2025

Reza Toosi, Niloufar Nosraty, Simindokht Tomraece

One of the most profound concerns associated with Al
integration is the potential dehumanization of healthcare. The
reliance on automated systems may reduce face-to-face interactions
between patients and providers, eroding the empathetic and
relational aspects of medical care. Studies show that while virtual
systems offer technological benefits, removing face-to-face
communication can hinder the natural transfer of knowledge and
care. The transition to Al-driven healthcare must strike a balance
between automation and human interaction, ensuring that
technology complements human expertise rather than replacing it
(Shahghasemi et al., 2023). Patients often value the human
connection in healthcare, which cannot be replicated by Al
technologies, no matter how sophisticated these technologies may
be. Moreover, the use of Al chatbots and virtual assistants, while
efficient, may lead to frustration or dissatisfaction among patients
seeking personalized attention. For example, individuals with
complex medical needs or emotional distress may find it
challenging to communicate their concerns effectively through
automated platforms. To mitigate these risks, Al should be
positioned as a tool that enhances, rather than replaces human
involvement in healthcare. Hybrid models that combine Al-driven
insights with compassionate human care can preserve the relational
aspects of medicine, while leveraging the benefits of technology.

Akingbola et al. (2024) critically examine the integration of Al
in healthcare, emphasizing its dual potential to enhance efficiency
and compromise the foundational doctor-patient relationship.
While Al systems offer advancements in diagnostics and clinical
decision-making, the authors argue that their growing prominence
risks depersonalizing patient care. The reliance on data-driven
decisions and the opacity of Al's "black-box" algorithms can erode
trust and diminish the empathetic, personalized interactions central
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to effective medical practice. Furthermore, biases embedded in Al
training  datasets may  exacerbate  health  inequities,
disproportionately affecting underrepresented populations. The
authors advocate for Al innovations that complement rather than
replace the human elements of care, such as empathy and
communication. They call for research focused on transparent,
equitable, and patient-centered Al systems that align with the
ethical principles of medicine. This perspective underscores the
necessity of integrating technological advancements with the
compassionate ethos of healthcare to ensure holistic and equitable
patient care.

The integration of Al also poses challenges for the healthcare
workforce, including concerns about job displacement and the need
for upskilling. Effective Al adoption requires more than technical
implementation - it demands continuous education programs that
develop both analytical competencies and ethical judgment,
ensuring professionals can critically evaluate Al outputs while
addressing challenges like bias mitigation and accountability
(Hosseini et al.,, 2021). Automation of tasks such as medical
imaging analysis and administrative workflows may reduce the
demand for certain roles, creating uncertainty and resistance among
healthcare professionals. Additionally, the adoption of Al requires
significant training and adaptation, as clinicians must learn to
interpret Al-generated insights and integrate them into their
practice. Education fosters the innovation and adaptability
necessary for this process, enabling healthcare professionals to
navigate the complexities of Al tools effectively. By prioritizing
continuous learning, organizations can ensure that clinicians are
equipped to leverage Al for better patient outcomes and operational
efficiency. Investing in education is not only a strategic advantage,
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but also a critical step in overcoming barriers to Al integration
(Zamani et al., 2024). This learning curve can be daunting,
particularly for professionals who are less familiar with technology.
Resistance to change may further hinder the widespread adoption
of Al in healthcare settings.

Healthcare organizations must invest in comprehensive training
programs and provide ongoing support to help workers transition to
Al-integrated roles. Emphasizing the collaborative nature of Al—
where technology augments rather than replaces human expertise—
can alleviate fears and foster acceptance. Aghigh et al. (1401 [2022
A.D.]) argue that the efficiency of laws is crucial for societal
compliance, emphasizing that laws rooted in formal and
substantive principles are more effective in preventing societal
issues and fostering trust in regulatory systems. This insight
underscores the importance of developing robust, equitable policies
to address the challenges posed by Al integration in healthcare.

The successful deployment of Al in healthcare depends on
access to digital infrastructure, which is often lacking in
underserved areas. Lessons from other sectors reveal parallel
challenges: where organizational Al adoption hinges not just on
technology, but on workforce literacy, strategic planning, and
systemic support—with disparities persisting across institutions and
demographic groups without targeted interventions (Khodabin et
al., 2023). This digital divide exacerbates existing disparities, as
communities without reliable internet connectivity or advanced
medical equipment are unable to benefit from Al-driven
innovations.

Addressing this challenge requires targeted investments in
digital infrastructure and initiatives to improve technological
literacy. Public-private partnerships can play a pivotal role in
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bridging the gap, ensuring that AI solutions reach marginalized
populations and do not inadvertently widen the healthcare
accessibility divide.

Kuiler and McNeely (2023) analyze the ethical, equitable, and
systemic challenges posed by Al applications in healthcare,
focusing on their potential to both reduce and exacerbate
disparities. The chapter discusses how Al-enabled systems,
integrated with the Internet of Things (IoT), are increasingly central
to healthcare governance and policy, offering advanced predictive
analytics and interoperable devices that could mitigate health
inequities for marginalized populations. However, the authors
caution that these technologies can also perpetuate or deepen
existing disparities if implemented without careful consideration of
socioeconomic and systemic inequities. They emphasize the
importance of collaborative governance that combines Al and
human agents in a balanced, empathetic manner to address the
multifaceted marginalization faced by underserved communities.
Additionally, the study calls for regulatory frameworks that extend
beyond ethical guidelines for clinicians to encompass the
responsibilities of informaticists, developers, and vendors in
fostering equitable healthcare delivery. This approach highlights
the need for a synergistic model that aligns technological
innovation with ethical and equitable health outcomes.

Ultimately, the enduring viability of Al adoption in healthcare
remains uncertain. The substantial expenses linked to creating and
deploying Al technologies may burden medical budgets, especially
in  under-resourced environments. Additionally, excessive
dependence on Al might foster inattentiveness among medical
professionals, potentially diminishing careful scrutiny and
analytical reasoning in patient care.
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5. Ethical Frameworks for Al in Healthcare

The previous section described challenges that Al-powered
healthcare systems might produce. This section explores the key
elements of ethical frameworks essential for the responsible use of
Al in healthcare.

One of the foundational principles of an ethical Al framework in
healthcare is equity. Al systems must be designed and implemented
to reduce, rather than exacerbate, existing disparities in healthcare
access and outcomes. These disparities are often rooted in systemic
inequities, such as injustice and discrimination, which erode trust
and social cohesion. Addressing these challenges requires equitable
policies and restorative approaches to promote inclusivity and
ensure that Al systems do not perpetuate harm (Maleki Borujeni et
al., 1401 [2022 A.D.]). Algorithmic bias, as we saw in the previous
section, is a critical concern, as models trained on incomplete or
unrepresentative datasets can disproportionately disadvantage
certain demographic groups. For example, underrepresentation of
minority populations in training data can lead to diagnostic
inaccuracies, perpetuating systemic inequities.

To address these challenges, ethical frameworks must mandate
the inclusion of diverse datasets during the development and
validation of Al models. Additionally, continuous monitoring and
auditing of Al systems are necessary to identify and mitigate
unintended biases. Transparent reporting mechanisms that allow
stakeholders to assess the fairness of Al systems should be integral
to these frameworks.

The "black box" nature of many Al systems poses significant
ethical and practical concerns, as illustrated in the previous section.
In healthcare, where decisions can have life-or-death implications,
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patients and providers must understand the rationale behind Al-
generated recommendations. This underscores a fundamental truth:
literacy in new technological advancements is not merely beneficial
but essential—it is the safeguard that enables societies to harness
innovations without falling victim to their risks. Just as media
literacy empowers individuals to critically navigate digital
ecosystems and mitigate harms, systemic Al literacy initiatives
must equip both clinicians and patients to interrogate, trust, and
effectively utilize these tools (Arsalani et al, 2022). Ethical
frameworks should require Al systems to prioritize explainability,
ensuring that their decision-making processes are transparent and
interpretable. For instance, clinicians using Al-assisted diagnostic
tools should have access to detailed explanations of how an Al
system arrived at a particular conclusion. This not only builds trust
in Al systems, but also empowers healthcare providers to make
informed decisions. Explainability also supports accountability, as
it enables stakeholders to identify and address errors or biases in Al
algorithms. This aligns with emerging frameworks for critical Al
literacy, which emphasize that truly empowered engagement with
algorithmic systems requires: (1) the ability to interrogate Al
outputs, (2) understanding of transparency mechanisms, and (3)
competencies to navigate ethical trade-offs—all cultivated through
multidisciplinary education approaches (Khodabin et al., 2024).

Kempton and Vassilakopoulou (2021) explore the governance
challenges associated with implementing AI in healthcare,
emphasizing the interrelated concepts of accountability,
transparency, and explainability. The study critically reviews
existing research in Al governance within healthcare, noting
persistent gaps in conceptual clarity and the underexplored
relationships between these key principles. The authors observe
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that many of the concerns discussed in contemporary literature,
such as ethical data management, algorithmic opacity, and system
accountability, were already identified in research as early as the
1980s. Despite this longstanding awareness, much of the literature
remains conceptual, offering frameworks and guidelines that have
yet to undergo rigorous empirical validation. The study emphasizes
the need for more empirical investigations to assess the practical
applicability and effectiveness of these frameworks in real-world
healthcare settings.

The reliance of Al on vast amounts of sensitive health data
introduces significant ethical challenges related to privacy and
security. Unauthorized access to personal health information can
result in harm to patients, including identity theft, discrimination,
and loss of trust in healthcare systems. Ethical frameworks must
emphasize stringent data protection measures, such as encryption,
secure data-sharing protocols, and compliance with regulations like
the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR). Additionally,
ethical frameworks should advocate for transparent communication
with patients about how their data will be collected, stored, and
used. Obtaining informed consent is critical to fostering trust and
ensuring that patients retain control over their personal information.
Sabbar et al. (1398 [2019 A.D.]) highlight a concerning disconnect
between researchers' understanding of proper research ethics and
their actual implementation in academic practice. This ethical blind
spot in academia could have serious implications for Al
development in healthcare, particularly when dealing with sensitive
patient information and data protection protocols.

As Al systems assume a larger role in healthcare decision-
making, questions about accountability and liability become
increasingly complex. In cases where an Al system makes an
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incorrect recommendation or fails to detect a condition, it is often
unclear who should be held responsible—the developer, the
healthcare provider, or the institution deploying the AI. Ethical
frameworks must establish clear guidelines that delineate
responsibilities among these stakeholders. Research has shown how
large technology companies can shape academic discourse around
data usage, emphasizing the need for ethical frameworks that
safeguard independence in the development and evaluation of
healthcare Al systems (Sarfi et al., 2021).

One approach is to require rigorous validation and certification of
Al systems before they are deployed in clinical settings. Additionally,
mechanisms for reporting and addressing adverse events involving Al
should be implemented, ensuring that lessons are learned and
corrective actions are taken. Ethical frameworks must also promote a
culture of shared accountability, where both human and technological
actors are held to high standards of performance.

Bottomley and Thaldar (2023) examine the legal complexities
surrounding liability for harm caused by Al in healthcare, with a
focus on Africa's evolving medical landscape. The study highlights
the ambiguity in assigning responsibility, as Al systems become
increasingly autonomous. Traditional liability frameworks, such as
attributing fault to physicians under principal-agent relationships or
applying product liability laws, face significant challenges. The
dynamic, learning nature of Al defies static definitions of defects,
complicating these approaches. The authors explore alternative
frameworks, including risk-based liability, which assesses potential
hazards rather than specific faults, and strict liability, which
simplifies compensation by focusing on harm rather than blame.
However, these approaches raise concerns about economic
feasibility, reputational risks, and their universal applicability. The
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suggestion of granting legal personhood to Al, while innovative,
remains contentious. The article also emphasizes the potential of
reconciliation-based frameworks and regulatory sandboxes, which
could foster innovation while providing oversight.

The authors advocate for a re-evaluation of traditional legal
concepts to address Al’s unpredictable nature. They stress the need
for further research and international dialogue to balance
technological advancements with the legal and ethical imperatives
of accountability and protection in healthcare.

Respecting patient autonomy is a cornerstone of medical ethics,
and Al systems must be designed to uphold this principle. Ethical
frameworks should ensure that AI enhances, rather than
undermines, patients' ability to make informed decisions about their
care. For example, patients should have access to user-friendly
tools that explain Al-generated recommendations in a way that is
understandable and actionable. Furthermore, ethical frameworks
should advocate for the integration of patient preferences into Al
systems. Personalized medicine, a key promise of Al, requires that
systems account for individual values and circumstances when
making recommendations. By prioritizing patient-centered design,
Al can support shared decision-making and improve overall
satisfaction with care.

Sehrawat (2023) explores the transformative potential of
Generative Al in healthcare, particularly its role in enhancing
patient engagement and personalizing care throughout the patient
journey. Generative Al is identified as a key technology in creating
customized treatment plans, supporting real-time guidance through
virtual health assistants, and leveraging predictive analytics to
anticipate health issues. By integrating these capabilities,
healthcare providers can foster a more collaborative and patient-



Using Al to Enhance Health: A Global Perpective

centered approach to care. The article highlights how Generative
Al enhances the patient experience from diagnosis to post-care
support by providing tailored solutions that improve treatment
efficacy and streamline healthcare processes. However, the author
emphasizes that the adoption of this technology must address
significant ethical challenges. Concerns regarding patient privacy,
algorithmic transparency, and bias mitigation are critical to
ensuring equitable and responsible implementation. Sehrawat
(2023) concludes that Generative Al has immense potential to
empower patients as active participants in their healthcare journey,
but stresses the importance of aligning technological advancements
with ethical and regulatory frameworks.

The development and deployment of Al in healthcare involve a
wide range of stakeholders, including technology developers,
healthcare providers, policymakers, and patients. Ethical
frameworks should promote collaborative governance models that
incorporate input from all these groups. Such models ensure that
diverse perspectives are considered, and that Al systems are
aligned with societal values. For instance, ethics committees or
advisory boards composed of multidisciplinary experts can provide
guidance on the responsible use of Al in healthcare. These bodies
can evaluate the potential risks and benefits of Al applications,
develop guidelines for ethical use, and monitor compliance with
established standards. This approach is strongly supported by
research showing that successful Al integration across professional
fields depends on balancing technical implementation with robust
ethical oversight and stakeholder-responsive training frameworks
(Rahmatian & Sharajsharifi, 2021).

Trust is a critical component of successful Al adoption in
healthcare. Ethical frameworks should prioritize initiatives that
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build public confidence in Al systems. This includes transparent
communication about the capabilities and limitations of Al, as well
as efforts to dispel misconceptions about its role in healthcare.
Media framing significantly influences public perception of
healthcare initiatives, and media coverage, especially during health
crises, can be influenced by political considerations. This highlights
the importance of transparent communication about Al
implementation in healthcare systems (Kharazmi & Mohammadi,
2020). Building trust also requires addressing societal concerns
about algorithmic bias and data privacy. Key factors in establishing
this trust include transparency in Al operations and increasing user
familiarity with these systems. Much like patterns observed in
media trust studies, public confidence in Al healthcare systems is
shaped by multiple elements, including the credibility of Al-
generated insights, individual user characteristics, and the overall
reliability of the platforms (Sabbar & Hyun, 2015).

Public engagement initiatives, such as workshops and
educational campaigns, can also play a vital role in fostering trust.
Studies on children's media literacy emphasize the importance of
comprehensive education approaches involving both children and
parents, suggesting similar inclusive strategies may be necessary
for healthcare Al adoption (Hosseini et al., 2025). By involving
patients and communities in discussions about Al, stakeholders can
address concerns and build a sense of shared ownership over these
technologies.

Sirbu and Mercioni (2024) provide a comprehensive review of
the ethical and practical considerations necessary to foster trust in
Al-driven healthcare. The paper underscores the critical importance
of trust for the effective implementation and acceptance of Al
technologies in healthcare systems. Ethical challenges, including
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data privacy, informed consent, and algorithmic bias, are identified
as significant barriers that could undermine confidence among
patients and providers. The authors emphasize the role of
transparency, advocating for explainable Al models that enable
healthcare professionals to understand and interpret Al-generated
recommendations, thus enhancing decision-making and
accountability. Practical strategies discussed include robust data
management practices, continuous performance monitoring of Al
systems, and the engagement of multidisciplinary teams in the
design and deployment phases. The paper also highlights the
necessity of governance frameworks to ensure compliance with
ethical and regulatory standards. Real-world case studies are
presented to illustrate both the challenges and the successes of
implementing Al in healthcare. Research on technology integration
in critical fields shows that successful adoption requires balancing
three fundamental imperatives: harnessing transformative potential,
maintaining  ethical  vigilance, and ensuring equitable
implementation (Rahmatian & Sharajsharifi, 2022).

The swift advancement of Al necessitates dynamic and
proactive ethical guidelines. As innovative technologies evolve,
these frameworks should predict possible dilemmas and offer
principles for ethical management. Research on technology
integration in critical fields shows that successful adoption requires
balancing  three  fundamental = imperatives:  harnessing
transformative potential, maintaining ethical vigilance, and
ensuring equitable implementation (Rahmatian & Sharajsharifi,
2022). For instance, the growing application of generative Al in
medical contexts introduces unprecedented ethical considerations
regarding synthetic data generation and utilization that demand
preemptive attention. Such ethical structures should simultaneously

725

Journal of WORLD SOCIOPOLITICAL STUDIES | Vol. 9 | No. 4 | Autumn 2025



726

Journal of WORLD SOCIOPOLITICAL STUDIES | Vol. 9 | No. 4 | Autumn 2025

Reza Toosi, Niloufar Nosraty, Simindokht Tomraece

foster progress by establishing transparent, constructive parameters
for conscientious innovation.

6. Conclusion

The incorporation of artificial intelligence into healthcare is widely
regarded by scholars as a pivotal advancement in tackling structural
inequalities, enhancing service accessibility, and increasing system
efficiency. As demonstrated throughout this article, Al holds
significant promise in addressing crucial deficiencies in healthcare
delivery, especially for marginalized populations and in
environments with limited resources. By broadening access to
health information, supporting early detection, and facilitating
individualized treatment, Al fosters greater agency among
individuals and communities in managing their well-being. Still,
this transformation brings with it a set of complex challenges that
must be met through ethical and collaborative strategies.

A key benefit of Al in healthcare is its potential to contain rising
costs. Its scalability and economic advantages are already evident
in efforts to reduce inefficiencies, promote preventive care, and
automate routine administrative functions. These improvements not
only raise the standard of care, but also help healthcare systems
make more strategic use of resources. For underserved groups,
tools such as telehealth platforms, diagnostic software, and mobile
health technologies have been vital in addressing barriers related to
geography, cost, and availability. This move toward a more
inclusive healthcare paradigm contrasts sharply with traditional
models that have historically neglected disadvantaged populations.

Yet, the ethical challenges associated with Al are substantial.
Concerns about algorithmic bias, data security, and the risk of
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depersonalizing care highlight the need for strong governance
systems. Such systems must enforce principles of transparency,
equity, and accountability throughout AI development and
application. If biases in Al models go unaddressed, they risk
reinforcing health disparities rather than remedying them.
Therefore, inclusive data collection, rigorous testing, and
continuous monitoring are essential steps for responsible
implementation of Al in healthcare.

Ethical considerations must also extend beyond technical issues
to societal dynamics—especially the tension between automation
and human oversight. While Al provides powerful analytical tools,
it cannot replace the empathy and interpersonal connections that
define quality care. Blended approaches that combine Al insights
with clinical expertise offer a balanced path forward, ensuring that
technological advancements enhance, rather than undermine, the
human elements of medicine.

Global inequalities in Al adoption present another pressing
concern. High-income countries have quickly integrated Al into
their healthcare systems, benefiting from innovations like advanced
diagnostics and personalized treatments. Meanwhile, low-resource
regions may be excluded due to infrastructural and educational
constraints. Addressing this disparity will require targeted
investments in technology, training, and cross-sector collaboration.
Partnerships between public and private entities, along with global
cooperation, are critical to ensuring equitable access to Al-driven
healthcare.

Finally, the long-term integration of Al must be approached
with sustainability in mind. Although initial implementation may
be costly, Al has the potential to drive long-term savings in
healthcare spending. However, excessive dependence on
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automation could lead to a decline in clinical judgment and
professional attentiveness. Ongoing education and skills
development will be essential to empower healthcare workers to
use Al effectively, while maintaining a high standard of care rooted
in critical thinking and patient-centered practice.
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